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A test for New Labour’s integrity 


In speech after speech since New Labour came to power last May, ministers have 
told the public that a new ethos would run through Whitehall. Home Office 
ministers have promised they will be tough but fair over asylum seekers and 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary says he will tackle repressive regimes. Now 
their biggest test has come with the arrival of hundreds of Roma people from 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. While Searchlight would accept that some of 
them are “economic migrants”, the majority are fleeing constant abuse, threats, 
discrimination, loss of citizenship, assaults and even murder. HOST, a civil 
liberties organisation based in Prague and founded by the European Union, with 
which Searchlight has worked closely in recent years, has documented the 
hatred, organised and disorganised, against the Roma people. 

The removal of their civic rights following the break-up of Czechoslovakia 
recalled the treatment of both Jews and Roma under nazi and fascist regimes in 
prewar and wartime Europe. Around half a million Roma people were butchered 
in the death camps and by mobile killing squads. Often the Nazis were assisted 
by units recruited in Slovakia. 

As the oppression has grown, Roma have started to leave their homes in a 
headlong flight from terror. Some information has appeared in the press in the 
West, but not enough to alert most people to what the Roma face. 

Many have fled to Canada, which has a history of tolerance for asylum seekers 
from eastern Europe, but the government has imposed stricter entry rules and 
far-right groups in Canada have started to campaign against their presence. One 
person who arrived in Britain last month asked where people think they should 
go: to the France of Le Pen or an intolerant Germany that will send them back. 

Searchlight believes it is incumbent on all of us to see that the Roma, who have 
suffered centuries of persecution, are protected. The assurances given by the 
Slovak Embassy are worthless in the face of the fact of the murders and abuse of 
Roma people in Slovakia. The Slovak government has cut child benefit to Roma 
people to limit the “reproduction of socially unacceptable people”. Many Roma 
lost citizenship in 1993 as neither Slovakia nor the Czech Republic recognised 
them. Although they can apply to become citizens of the Czech Republic, bureau- 
cracy makes it difficult for them. Their constitutional rights are rarely upheld 
and the police do nothing about the growing number of attacks by gangs of nazi 
skinheads, who are sometimes joined by Combat 18 activists from Britain. 

It would cost Britain little to provide a haven for a few thousand of these des- 
perate people and it would allow us keep our integrity. Perhaps the Home Office 
could make an announcement to coincide with the anniversary of Kristallnacht 
on 9 November. 
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Lawrence inquiry opens at last 


ver since the brutal cold- 

blooded murder of Stephen 

Lawrence by a gang of racist 
cowards in southeast London on 22 
April 1993, his parents have tried 
everything to obtain justice for him. 
The public inquiry established by Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, which held 
its preliminary hearing on 8 October, 
will hopefully end their quest. 

The inquiry cannot begin until the Police 
Complaints Authority delivers its report on 
the complaints that the police failed to inves- 
tigate the murder properly. The report is not 
expected before the end of November and the 
inquiry will start in February 1998. 

Neil Acourt and Luke Knight were charged 
with the murder in 1993, but the case against 
them collapsed on the grounds of insufficient 
evidence. An unprecedented private prosecu- 
tion against Acourt, Knight and Gary Dobson 
also failed after the accused and their alleged 
accomplices refused to testify and identifica- 
tion evidence was ruled inadmissible. These 
events have compounded the anguish of the 
murder for the Lawrences, a decent hard 
working family who had been looking for- 
ward to a bright future for their son. 

After an inquest brought a verdict of 
unlawful killing in February 1997 the case 
was taken up by the Daily Mail, in a fearless 
campaigning style rarely seen in Britain’s 
media these days. Saying “sue us if we are 
wrong”, the Mail put the names and faces of 
the five alleged killers on its front page and 
accused them of the murder. A subsequent 
television programme revealed the results of 
secret police surveillance of the men. 

Last month the Mail on Sunday’s Night and 
Day magazine contained one of the most 
comprehensive reports of the case and its his- 
tory ever to appear. It included transcripts of 
much of the police video material. 

The public inquiry is being held by Sir 
William Macpherson of Cluny, a senior 
judge. Three advisers will sit with him. Tom 
Cook was a police officer in a number of 
forces outside the Metropolitan area and 
served as Deputy Chief Constable for West 
Yorkshire from 1993 to 1996. His co-advisers 
are the Right Reverend John Sentamu, the 
Bishop for Stepney, and Dr Richard Stone, a 
former GP from Westminster who now chairs 
the Jewish Council for Racial Equality. 

The inquiry will be in two parts. The first 
will deal with the murder itself and the police 
investigation of it. The second will look at the 


broader issues of racial violence, rather like 
the Scarman inquiry in the early 1980s. 
Searchlight has offered to testify in this part. 

At last month’s preliminary session in 
Woolwich, Sir William Macpherson 
announced that those giving evidence to the 
inquiry will be given limited immunity. Any 
statement a witness makes to the inquiry can- 
not be used in evidence against that person in 
any criminal proceedings except where the 
witness is charged with giving, or conspiring 
to give, false evidence to the inquiry itself. 
Provision will be made for people to give 
information in confidence. 

He also told those present, who consisted 
mainly of journalists, film crews and more 
lawyers than in a Hollywood courtroom 
drama, that he hoped to hold the inquiry in 
Greenwich or Woolwich. The Lawrence fami- 
ly and other main parties at the inquiry will 
be given legal representation at public cost. 

The length of the inquiry cannot yet be 
determined. The five accused may not find it 
so easy to defend themselves by refusing to 
answer any questions this time around. 

The preliminary session of the inquiry 
coincided with the Home  Secretary’s 
announcement that he intends to issue a 


Home Office consultation document on sen- 
tencing for crimes of violence with a racial 
motive. At present judges can choose to 
increase a sentence where racism is a factor, 
within the maximum sentence for the offence. 
The proposal is that an additional two years 





Sir William Macpherson (fourth from left) and his team at the opening session of 


could be given on top of the normal sentence. 
Searchlight will be making representations to 
the Home Office ministers. 

Searchlight editor Gerry Gable, speaking 
on Radio 5 Live on the day of the announce- 
ment, said that the government had to start at 
the root of the problem, by education and by 
taking action against the printers, publishers 
and distributors of material that incites people 
to hate, maim and kill, as in the Lawrence 
case. The decision to take such proceedings 
had to be removed from the Attorney-General 
and placed in the hands of the Crown 
Prosecution Service, where cases are more 
likely to go ahead. 

In the few cases where prosecutions take 
place, sentences have been derisory. Mark 
Atkinson, a Combat 18 activist, was given a 
mere 21 months’ imprisonment for producing 
threatening, abusive and insulting material 
likely to stir up racial hatred. His co-defen- 
dant, Rob Gray, got a mere 12 months. But 
Antony Hancock, who printed most of 
Combat 18’s publications and who has been 
seen in possession of it when police have 
raided him, has still not been charged with 
printing material containing death threats and 
bomb making instructions as well as hun- 
dreds of names and addresses of people 
whom the nazis have targeted. 

Searchlight’s campaign to “Shut Down The 
Peddlers of Hate” will continue unabated 


until the likes of Hancock have been put out 


of business for good. 
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the Lawrence inquiry. Top: the five men whom the Daily Mail accused of 
murdering Stephen Lawrence. From left: Luke Knight, Gary Dobson, David 


Norris, Neil Acourt and Jamie Acourt 
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East London 
gives BNP 
local election 
campaign a 
hot reception 


he launch of the British 

National Party’s east London 

election campaign ended 
ignominiously when  anti-fascists 
prevented the BNP from holding a 
rally at the end of September. In 
scenes of utter confusion the fascists 
were forced to abandon their plans for 
a meeting at the Swan pub in 
Stratford, east London. 

The event had been advertised as the BNP’s 
15th Anniversary Rally, but was intended as a 
springboard for the launch of its 1998 
London council election campaign. Hoping to 
repeat the success of Derek Beackon in 1993, 
the fascists are putting most of their energy 
into kick-starting their East London operation 
which, to all intents and purposes, collapsed 
in 1995. 

The 1998 elections give the BNP an oppor- 
tunity to reorganise and campaign throughout 
the area. The party hopes that a successful 
campaign will act as a springboard for further 
action, both in London and around the coun- 
try. With this in mind, the BNP has made the 
east London campaign its primary objective 
over the coming six months. 

East London has traditionally been a fruit- 
ful area for the BNP. Beackon’s election as 
the BNP’s first ever local councillor was the 
culmination of a three-year Rights for Whites 
campaign, which resulted in the fascists 
steadily increasing their local support and 
votes. Although Beackon lost his Tower 
Hamlets seat in 1994, only seven months 
after his by-election victory, his vote rose 
substantially. He had been elected with 1,480 
votes; with a higher turnout he failed to hold 
the seat with 2,041. 

Perhaps more worryingly, the BNP also 
achieved a significant share of the vote in the 
neighbouring borough of Newham. In one 
ward the candidate received 33 per cent of the 
poll and came within a whisker of taking a 
seat. This was extraordinary, not least 
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because almost the entire BNP operation 
had been focused on Tower Hamlets. 

Even during the recent general 
election, when Tony Blair and New 
Labour swept to power, the BNP still 
achieved a respectable vote in east 
London. In Bethnal Green & Bow and 
Poplar & Canning Town, the party 
retained its deposits with 7.5 per cent 
and 7.26 per cent of the vote respective- 
ly. In nine constituencies in east and 
southeast London, the BNP polled a total 
of 12,752 votes. 

The BNP realises there is considerable 
potential in east London. As working- 
class voters become _ increasingly 
disillusioned with New Labour, the BNP 
is hoping it can reap the political 
dividend. 

The indications are that the BNP is 
hoping to stand in every ward in Tower 
Hamlets and Newham in next May’s local” 
elections. Whether the party has the numbers 
to achieve this is uncertain; what is known is 
that it plans its largest ever London election 
campaign. 

Despite the substantial number of enquiries 
it has received since the general election, the 
BNP has been in a very bad way organisa- 
tionally. Until recently even its east London 
operation had collapsed into a state of disar- 
ray. There were irregular and poorly attended 
meetings, the paper-round had fallen by the 
wayside, and there was considerable internal 
feuding and backbiting. Even Beackon was 
overheard saying that east London was fin- 
ished. He refused to remain involved with the 
local group because of his dislike of the local 
organiser. 

In recent months the BNP has pulled itself 
together. The previous east London organis- 
ers, Dave King and Colin Smith, have been 
pushed aside, with King moving out to 
Basildon, Essex. In their place two new 
organisers are beginning to resurrect local 
operations. The Anniversary Rally was 








The BNP is hoping to stand 
in every ward in Tower 
Hamlets and Newham in 
next May’s local elections. 
Whether the party has the 
numbers to achieve this is 
uncertain; what is known is 
that it plans its largest ever 
London election campaign 





intended to be the culmination of phase one 
of their campaign, while marking the begin- 
ning of another. 

The rally had been due to take place on 6 
September but was postponed after it was 
announced that Princess Diana’s funeral 
would be held on that day, because the BNP 








feared a lack of police protection from 
the expected anti-fascist opposition. The 
original publicity advertised nine BNP 
speakers, including party leader John 





Tyndall, national organiser Richard 
Edmonds, Nick Griffin and Mark 
Deavin. The reorganised meeting was 
substantially smaller, with fewer than 30 
people making their way to the venue. 

Tyndall has been left fuming by the disas- 
trous day. While he was on the receiving end 
of anti-fascist opposition, his followers 
watched from the pub window, only metres 
away. Not one single member came to his 
rescue. 

Further up the street Ian Dell, for so long a 
BNP bully, was caught in a pub doorway; the 
landlord had decided to exercise his policy of 
refusing entry by bolting the door in his face. 
Paul Ballard was seen apparently practising 
for a 100m race, while in another incident, 
people took offence to the work of the nazi 
cartoonist Mike Barnes. 

The eventual cancellation of the rally was a 
major blow to the new local organisers. 








British National Party boss John Tyndall (photo left) and his troops run into trouble as 
East Enders protest at the start of the BNP’s campaign for next May’s local elections. 
The man with the beard (above) is John Morse, Tyndall’s former cell mate 





Without the street fighters of Combat 
18 to back them up, the BNP has been 
given notice that every attempt to 
organise in East London will be met 
by anti-fascist and local opposition. 

At a time when the BNP organisers 
were hoping to step up activities and 
increase the party’s profile in the area, 
they have now been consumed with 
doubt and confusion. Already some 
members are voicing concern about 
their future safety on activities, while 
the party has begun a deeply damag- 
ing mole hunt in the hope of discover- 
ing how anti-fascists were always one 
step ahead of the BNP’s plans. 








Between now and next May’s local 
elections, Searchlight will carry a regular 
feature on the BNP’s east London 
campaign. We shall report from inside the 
fascists’ meetings, expose their key activists 
and help the anti-fascist movement stop 
any electoral advance by the nazis. In the 


long run only a political solution will halt 
the BNP. 


On 23 October the BNP polled 11% of 
the vote in Ordnance Ward, Newham. 
Labour won with 486 votes but the BNP 
came third with only 15 votes fewer than 
the Liberal Democrats. 
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Rocking for Satan 


earchlight’s campaign against 

the nazi music industry this year 

has enjoyed great success, 
adding to the climate of murderous 
factional division and recrimination 
among the racist exploiters of the skin- 
head scene. 


Some readers might automatically assume 
that nazi music is synonymous with skinhead 
music. Yet just as there are many anti-racist 
skinheads, there is a small but influential net- 
work of nazis and occultists involved in very 
different types of music, ranging from 
“industrial metal” to “dark folk”. 

It is sometimes difficult to analyse the poli- 
tics of musical subcultures, since nazi images 
are often used merely to shock, without any 
specific political agenda. The behaviour of a 
few individuals, however, indicates that they 
cannot be dismissed as adolescent iconoclasts 
and that serious questions need to be asked 
about their motivation. 

In April 1990 Searchlight reported on a 
secret nazi conference held at London’s 
Bonington Hotel. The event was run by 
Michael Walker, editor of Scorpion and for- 
mer flatmate and business partner of the noto- 
rious Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore. The 
exclusive guest list included a galaxy of the 
nazi movement’s intellectual stars: Alastair 
Harper, co-founder of the SS-infested 
Northern League; Dr William Mitchell, a for- 
mer National Front Directorate member who 
had been cashiered from the British Army 
during the Second World War for fascist sym- 
pathies; Steve Brady, former editor of 
Vanguard and errand boy for European nazis 
and UDA terrorists; and Patrick Harrington, 
then about to form the NF splinter group 
Third Way. 

Another participant was Ralph Harrison, a 
former schoolteacher, civil servant and close 
associate of the criminal antisemite Lady Jane 
Birdwood. Harrison and Paul Stedman, an 
artist who joined him at the conference, were 
active supporters of the pagan Odinic Rite, 
then headed by the veteran Mosley blackshirt 
John Yeowell. 

(At Walker’s previous Scorpion event the 
Odinists had teamed up with the British 
National Party’s Peter Rushden to organise a 
racist campaign against Scottish Opera for its 
casting of the Jamaican bass Willard White in 
the role of Wotan in Wagner’s Das 
Rheingold.) 

A gang of Chelsea Headhunters and other 
thugs were recruited to stage an attack against 
the radical gay bookshop Gay’s the Word on 
the day of the 1990 conference. This was to 
be a display of organised nazi terrorism 
staged for the benefit of the conference dele- 
gates. The bookshop could be viewed from 
the Bloomsbury Crest Hotel, the original 
venue planned for the Scorpion event. 

Following a Searchlight tip-off, police 
forced the cancellation of both the hotel 
booking and the terrorist plan. However, a 
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Searchlight surveillance team observed a 
heavy nazi security team on the day of the 
conference, hastily rescheduled at the 
Bonington. 

The security team, which included several 
football thugs, was led by Ian Read. At the 
time, Read was already an established figure 
in a scene that blended several musical styles 
with occult philosophy and nazi politics. He 
had worked on albums with two of the major 
bands on this scene — Current 93 and Death in 
June — and was a founding member of a third 
— Sol Invictus. : 


Chaos Magic 


After leaving Sol Invictus, Read set up Fire 
and Ice, a band that is even closer to interna- 
tional pagan and satanist movements — its 
very name being derived from the proto-nazi 
occult brotherhood Fraternitas Saturni. The 
Fire and Ice album Hollow Ways features a 
collaboration between Read and Freya 
Aswynn, author of a book on runes. Aswynn 
now denies all nazi connections, yet she was 
once legendary on the far right, as much for 
her foul language as for her vicious racism 
and antisemitism. She attended the 1989 
Scorpion conference and helped to plan the 
subsequent nazi campaign against the 
“f**ing nigger” opera singer Willard White. 
Her old friends in the British Movement tell 
interesting stories about Aswynn’s youth in 
Holland. 

Read is now the head of the Rune Gild 
UK and editor of Chaos International, 
which is described as “a magazine that 


David Myatt in front of the entrance to Harlow magistrates’ court 





deals with Chaos Magic theory and practice”. 

Regular readers will be familiar with two 
other leading nazi practitioners of chaos 
magic, David Myatt and Joe Short. 

Both under his own name and through pseu- 
do-nyms such as “Anton Long” and “Christos 
Beest”, cat strangler Myatt has been Britain’s 
most influential nazi satanist for two decades. 
His Order of the Nine Angles is regarded 
even by many satanists as dangerous and per- 
verted, while many British nazis view him 
with suspicion as the probable brains behind 
the MI5-controlled version of Combat 18. 

Myatt and Vic Norris, a fellow nazi satanist 
and convicted paedophile, were contracted by 
a large security company with links to British 
Intelligence to carry out surveillance on the 
anti-nuclear campaigner Hilda Murrell in the 
weeks leading to her still unsolved murder in 
1984. 

Short worked in the 1970s with Myatt and 
Eddie Morrison, the BNP’s Yorkshire press 
officer at the 1997 general election. This 
unholy trio ran a small but violent splinter 
group from the National Front. In 1982 Short 
infiltrated the Liberal Party so successfully 
that he was due to contest a council by-elec- 
tion in Croydon as a Liberal candidate until 
he was exposed by the Searchlight mole Ray 
Hill. 

Another of Short’s allies, the British 
Movement nazi David Austen, now runs the 
British end of the Temple of Set, one of the 
world’s largest satanic outfits. Both the ToS 
and Anton LaVey’s original Church of Satan 
have denounced Myatt and publicly distanced 
themselves from nazism. 

















Federal police raided 25 locations in north 
Germany and rounded up 14 people 
involved in the nazi music scene on 21 
October. They included Michael Petersen, 
owner of No Mercy Records, a shop on the 
Knooper Weg in Kiel. 

In a raid the police seized 30,000 CDs, 
illegal under German law as they promote 
racial hatred and carry banned symbols. 
They also removed 260,000 counterfeit 
music CDs and the nazis face a further 
charge of copyright infringement. 

The CDs have a total street value of at 


The Rune Gild was founded in 1980 by 
Stephen Flowers, an American academic who 
uses the name Dr Eldred Thorsson. Since 
1994 the Gild has maintained a headquarters 
on a 30-acre estate near Austin, Texas. 

Flowers has been a frequent writer for the 
Order of the Trapezoid, which was inaugurat- 
ed in 1982 in a satanic rite at Wewelsburg, 
the SS “hall of the dead”. In the Order’s offi- 
cial statement, its founder Michael Aquino 
wrote: “The uncanny attraction of the Third 
Reich — Nazi Germany — lies in the fact that it 
endorsed and practised both dynamism and 
life-worship without restraint and to a world- 
shaking degree of success.” 

Flowers is the author of Fire and Ice, a his- 
tory of the Fraternitas Saturni, 
which was the direct inspiration 


for the Order of the Trapezoid and _| THE 


for Ian Read’s latest musical ven- 
ture. He has also translated, edited 
and republished The Secret of the | 
Runes by Guido von List, one of 
the spiritual fathers of nazi 
occultism. 

Recent messages on the nazi 
Stormfront bulletin board have 
described some of the 
Flowers/Thorsson operations as 
hostile to American nazis, but 
with a man like Ian Read as their 
British representative the Gild’s 
anti-fascist credentials seem about 
as solid as Harrington’s. 

One of Read’s closest collabo- 
rators over the years has been 
Tony Wakeford, who is a key fig- 
ure in his own right in the occult- 
fascist music axis. In the late 
1980s Wakeford was heavily 
involved with Richard Lawson’s 
fascist “cultural” group Iona, 
which co-sponsored London con- 
ferences with Scorpion. Wakeford 
debated Irish politics in the pages 
of Scorpion with Eddy Butler, the 
BNP electoral strategist. 

Wakeford built his musical 
career as a member of Death in 
June, from which he split to form 
Sol Invictus with Read. It seems 
that Wakeford’s involvement with 
heavy duty nazism was too much 





Police raids hit international 
nazi music scene for £3 million 





least £3 million. Searchlight sources in 
Scandinavia and Germany think that most 
of the nazi CDs seized were imported from 
the Danish nazi recording outfit NS88 
Records. This is the company run by the 
bomb maker Marcel Schilf, who in the last 
issue of Searchlight was mistakenly 
described as a Danish national. He is in fact 
a German national living in Denmark. 

A police spokesperson told Searchlight’s 
German colleagues that their investigation 
had been going on for many months and 
will be continuing, as is Searchlight’s. 


centred on Wakeford’s mid-1980s_ project, 
Above the Ruins, whose name (derived from 
the Italian fascist guru Julius Evola) reflected 
contemporary developments in the NF and its 
splinter groups. 

Pearce (often referred to as Douglas P.) and 
David Tibet (real name David Bunting), of 
Current 93, appear to be at the less political 
end of this scene, exploiting nazi imagery and 


working alongside nazis without being 
seriously committed to an _ identifiable 
agenda. Wakeford, however, has _ tried 


simultaneously to be a player on the nazi 
scene and an accepted figure in the broader 
subculture. 

In an interview the same year with the 


Arizona satanist magazine Vor Tru, 
Wakeford, obviously referring to Read, 
said: “One of my very closest friends is a 
big cheese, numero uno, and ace face in 
Odinism”. Note that Vor Tru is 
unashamedly aligned with the most pro- 
nazi elements in the satanist scene, 
unlike the Rune Gild, whose affiliations 
are more ambiguous. 

Perhaps the most infamous nazi 
satanist musician is Boyd Rice, who has 
left many commentators wondering how 
far his politics are designed merely to 
grab headlines and shock received opin- 
ion. Rice has received more attention 
from the music press than others on the 
occult-nazi scene, and appeared at 
Manchester’s Hacienda in October 1995. 
Satanist gossip is that Rice may eventual- 
ly succeed Anton LaVey as head of the 
Church of Satan. 

The latter prospect — and associated 
financial opportunities — may explain 
why Rice has recently distanced himself 
from more explicitly nazi satanist musi- 
cians such as Michael Moynihan, who 
performs as Blood Axis. 

Moynihan, who organised the Abraxas 
Foundation with Rice and collaborated 
musically with both Rice and Pearce, 
gave a revealing interview in 1995 to The 
Heretic, produced by Myatt’s nazi 
satanist pals in New Zealand. 

While non-nazi pagans and music fans 
usually rally to defend their subculture, 
the record of certain individuals, espe- 
cially Wakeford, Read and Myatt, is 
undeniably disturb- 





“One sword to behead the ruler | 


who sits on the throne 


“One sword to avenge my 
brothers who died at the hands 
of Christian hangmen ... 
“One sword to let me bravely 


defend my stronghold ...” 
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in the Vatican ... 


A cold, sombre wind has blown through the dormant hearts of Pagan Europe, and stirred awake the 
ancient forces of life. This resurrection takes form and expresses itself through many mediums — the the 
most dynamic being the modern Black Metal explosion — which has moved away from its often childish 
Satanic roots, to find its true foundation in the Pagan spirit of pre-Christian Europe. The global re-emer- 
gence of Odinism as a viable creed is perhaps the most potent example of the return to Paganism. 
One of the most outspoken and defining bands of the Black Metal underground is Poland's GRAVE- 
LAND. Having garnered much attention in music industry publications like PIT magazine, and having 
been at the forefront of the true Black Metal underground for a few years now, we felt it was time that 
RESISTANCE introduced its readers to the methodic madness of GRAVELAND, 


and the band’s frontman, Darken. 


ing. A recent state- 
ment issued by the 
Black Order, suppos- 
edly a new alliance 
of nazi satanists, 
quotes Wakeford 
and describes him as 
one of the key fig- 
ures in what it her- 
alds as the political 
and religious awak- 
ening of Europe. 
The Order’s agenda 
lays heavy emphasis 
on the cultural 
struggle and offers 
this analysis: “One 
of the most impor- 
tant factors in the 
battle for the soul of 
Europe is that of 
music. The metal, 
skin and industrial 
genres all playing 
significant roles.” 
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With the skin 
scene in confusion, 
likes of 
Wakeford and 


Pearce may now be 
Myatt’s best hope. 
Adherents of goth 
and industrial sub- 
cultures need to 
choose their friends 
carefully lest they 








for his Death in June partner 
Douglas Pearce. The dispute 


A Polish pagan nazi band rivalling Wakeford’s satanic cult music 


be drawn into 
Myatt’s kulturkampf. 
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ROUND-UP on RACISM 





33 months for attack on black preacher 


A member of a gang who dragged a 
black preacher from his home and 
beat him has been jailed for 33 
months. Gary Dobson, 22, had earlier 
been found guilty of violent affray. 


Judge William Kennedy said that the courts 
would punish heavily those who committed 
racist attacks. 

Mr James Ozigi, 48, was at home last 
August with his wife Elizabeth and four chil- 
dren, when they heard a violent argument 
outside and people banging into their front 
door. When he went to investigate, he was 
racially abused, dragged into the street and 
beaten unconscious by a five-strong gang. 

He was so badly injured it was feared that 
he would lose a kidney and that his sight and 
hearing would be permanently damaged. 

When Mr Ozigi came to, he saw his 10- 
year-old son, who had come to help him, 
being attacked. A black neighbour who tried 
to intervene was stabbed in the head. 

After the case, Mr Ozigi, who is executive 
secretary of the Churches Commission for 
Racial Justice, said: “I still have nightmares 
about it. I thought I was going to die and I 
don’t think 33 months is nearly enough for 
what they did. 

“Five men did this and three have not been 
charged yet. Only two men appeared in court 
and one of them was acquitted, but it seems 
to me that there is not enough effort put into 
investigating race attacks.” 


Camden 

A black man who had gone to a wine bar with 

friends was attacked and stabbed to death. 
Police say the murder was simply the result 
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of a “senseless argument”, but friends of 
Ronald Hinkson believe it was racially 
motivated. 

Mr Hinkson and four friends had gone to 
the BarZaar wine bar, in Camden Road, to 
celebrate a thirtieth birthday. When one of the 
group went to order drinks, the others were 
attacked and thrown out by bouncers. 

The fight continued outside, and other peo- 
ple came out to join in the attack. Mr Hinkson 
was stabbed 10 times, including in the neck 
and the heart. He collapsed outside Camden 
Road railway station. His friend, Joel 
Kwantreng, was kicked unconscious. 

Witnesses said there were many off-duty 
doormen in the club but have so far been 
unable or unwilling to identify the murderers. 
Over 90 people were in the bar at the time. 

The police have not named the other 
victims of the attack because of a fear of fur- 
ther violence against them. 

An anonymous letter has named men who 
may have been responsible and police have 
asked its author to come forward. 

Mr Hinkson’s girlfriend, Tracy Hill, has 
made a plea for witnesses to contact the 
police. “We have just started a family and it’s 
just all gone now. I don’t really know how to 
put it into words because I don’t really 
believe it yet. He was a big man, invincible 
almost to me.” 


Birmingham 

Some 480 cases of racial harassment were 
reported in Birmingham last year, according 
to a report by the Birmingham Partnership 
Against Racial Harassment. It shows that 
Asians were the main victims, with 42 per 
cent of reported cases. 











The prelimary hearing last month of the public inquiry into the racist murder in 


1993 of the black teenager Stephen Lawrence. Stephen’s father (centre) 
attended with family, lawyers and friends. Mrs Lawrence was unwell and could 


not join them. Story, page 3 
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The Afro-Caribbean community accounted 
for 20 per cent of cases, mixed race people 18 
per cent, and white people 13 per cent. 
Women were twice as likely to be victims of 
racism as men. 

Over a third of the attackers were under 17- 
years-old. 

Staff at Asian, Oriental and black-run 
restaurants are having to put up with abuse 
and physical attacks. One in three restaurants 
where staff were abused or attacked blame 
racial hatred. 


Burnley 


A man who attacked an Asian schoolboy with 
a club, partially blinding him, has been jailed 
for nine months. 

Judge Ian Webster told Peter Mooring: 
“The law looks severely upon racial attacks 
of this nature.” 

Mooring, 22, approached a group of Asian 
youths with a three-foot piece of wood, 
saying he would put it through their teeth. 
He chased after a 15-year-old and knocked 
him to the ground with the club. As he lay 
there, Mooring kicked him several times. 

The victim was in hospital for three days 
with internal bleeding to his eye. He suffered 
half blindness followed by blurred vision, 
which may be a permanent injury. 

In defence it was said that Mooring had 
previously been insulted by the youths. 


Doncaster 


A youth who carried out a vendetta against an 
Asian restaurant has been sent to a young 
offenders institution. 

Dale Wayne Colley, 18, was given a 
10-week sentence. Magistrates said they 
were convinced it was an unprovoked racial 
attack. 

Colley admitted causing £500 damage by 
breaking a plate glass window at Gandhi’s 
curry house. He also admitted being in breach 
of a conditional discharge for damage to a car 
owned by a member of staff at Gandhi’s. 

Staff described how Colley shouted abuse 
as he punched the window until it broke. 


Sheffield 


A family is waiting to be rehoused after a 


race hate campaign by two young boys. 


Sheffield Council are planning to move the 
victims rather than take action against the 
perpetrators. 

Julie Thacker, of Parson Cross, says her 
front door has had “Paki” daubed on it, her 
husband’s car has been smashed up and her 
two children, Lisa, 10, and Gary, 8, have been 
beaten up. 

She claimed that two boys aged 10 and 13 
were responsible for the attacks. “It started 
with name calling, then moved up to bricks 
and stones being thrown at us. My kids are 
now being beaten up at every opportunity. I 


have taken them out of their school, I am 
scared to go out.” 

Her husband, Gary, who works as a glazier, 
has had to stay at home to protect his family. 

South Yorkshire Police say they are investi- 
gating alleged racial harassment. “We are 
doing our best to sort it out,” said a 
spokeswoman. 


Carlisle 


A woman, separated from her Chinese hus- 
band, says that she and her children have suf- 
fered a race hate campaign since they moved 
to the Raffles estate. 

Brenda Lee, 40, says a door and window 
have been broken and racist thugs have 
threatened to burn the house down. Simon, 
15, Mansai, 13, and Manying, 12, are subject- 
ed to constant racist abuse. 

Mrs Lee said the estate was worse than the 
tough Newcastle estate where she used to 
live. “I am staying awake until daylight 
because I am so afraid for the children,” she 
said. She has asked the council to rehouse 
her. 

In the Harraby area, pensioner Iskadnar Ali 
has been subjected to a race hate campaign. 
Anti racist campaigner Harry Clarke has 
called on the council to evict racist tenants. “I 
believe the attacks on Mr Ali could have been 
prevented,” he said. 


Edinburgh 


A German student, left permanently scarred 
after an attack by two punks, has told of the 
racist abuse he suffered during his time in 
Edinburgh. While lying in his hospital bed, 
recovering from his injuries, he was even 
abused by a fellow patient. 

Jochen Bojanowski, 22, was attacked in 
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Civil rights lawyer Mike Mansfield OC (fourth from right), counsel for the 
Lawrence family, with some of the many lawyers attending the public inquiry 


August, as he rang his girlfriend from a call 
box. He was struck on the back of the head 
and thrown into shop shutters. As he lay on 
the ground he was repeatedly kicked in the 
face. 

“I was kicked so violently that I had the 
impression of shoe grips on my face,” he 
said. He was taken to Edinburgh Royal 
Infirmary, where he was treated for extensive 
face and head injuries, including several shat- 
tered bones in his face and a ripped left eye- 
lid. There were fears that he would lose his 
left eye. 

Experienced nursing staff were said to be 
visibly shocked at his appearance. “One 
patient asked what had happened to me and 
when he realised I was German, he said, ‘Oh 
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the f***ing Germans again’,” said Jochen. 

Jochen said he had suffered racist abuse 
since arriving in Edinburgh in July. He said it 
happened when walking along the street or 
going into a shop. 

“There is a shop here where I bought some 
fruit, and he [the shopkeeper] asked me 
‘where are you from’ and I said Germany, 
and he said ‘Oh Hitler land. I killed a nazi last 
year’. 

“He called me a f***ing bastard and I don’t 
know why he said such things. I do not have a 
swastika on my arm.” 

Mr Bojanowski said that most Scottish peo- 
ple were very friendly and that he wanted to 
return “to make my own good memories of 
Edinburgh”. 


Asylum seeker was unlawfully killed 


An inquest into the death of asylum 
seeker Ibrahima Sey has returned a 
verdict of unlawful killing. The jury 
gave their 7 to 2 verdict after a four 
and a half week hearing. 


Mr Sey, 29, died of asphyxiation after 
being sprayed in the face with CS gas at an 
east London police station. At the time Mr 
_ Sey was on his knees, with his hands cuffed 
behind his back, and was being restrained by 
several police officers. 

Mr Sey died in March last year, only two 
weeks after the Metropolitan Police began 
testing CS sprays. The sprays are meant to be 
used to protect officers in violent or life 
threatening situations, not to facilitate arrests 
or to punish awkward prisoners. 

Mr Sey, who suffered from mental illness, 
was detained by police after he started to act 
irrationally and throw things at his wife. He 
was taken to Ilford police station with his 
friend Pa Ndimbalan, who had a calming 
influence on him. 

Mr Ndimbalan was prevented from enter- 
ing the police station and Mr Sey became 
upset and started to struggle, shouting: “See 
what they are doing to me”. Up to eight offi- 
cers were involved in restraining Mr Sey, 
who weighed 115kg and was 2.20m tall. 


The police officers handcuffed his hands 
behind his back but had trouble getting Mr 
Sey to his feet. At that point WPC Jackie 
Cannon sprayed him with CS gas. “He was 
drinking and sucking it in and it appeared not 
to have an effect,” she said. 

Mr Sey was carried face down into a 
custody room and placed on the floor. At 
some point an officer noticed that he had 
stopped breathing, but when the paramedics 
arrived several minutes later, Mr Sey was still 
handcuffed in the same position. 

In spite of their first aid training, none of 
the officers had the sense to remove the 
handcuffs and place Mr Sey in the recovery 
position, or to attempt resuscitation. The 
officers were also in clear breach of official 
guidelines on the use of CS gas, which state: 
“prisoners must not be left ... in a prone, face 
down position. The suspect should be careful- 
ly monitored ... until the effects of CS have 
worn off.” 

The inquest jury at Snaresbrook heard that 
Mr Sey died of asphyxia because of the way 
he was restrained, and because of a mental 
illness known as excited delirium. 

Coroner Dr Harold Price said reports 
suggested that CS spray had not caused the 
death. Two expert witnesses said it could 
have been a contributory factor. The coroner 


recommended that the use of CS sprays be 
urgently reviewed by all police forces. 

He added that there was “growing public 
concern” about the way prisoners were 
restrained and that police should review their 
arrest and detention procedures. 

After the verdict, Mr Sey’s widow, Amie, 
said: “I knew these people killed him. He 
needed to be taken to hospital not for 
them to kill him. The verdict means justice 
but it will never repay the loss of my 
husband.” 

John Orr, Chief Constable of Strathclyde, 
said that trials of CS sprays were being 
suspended in his area. But Home Secretary 
Jack Straw addressing a conference in mid 
October repeated his support for the police 
having CS gas in their armoury. 

Inquest, the organisation which campaigns 
on suspicious deaths in custody, commented: 
“What possible justification can there be for 
the use of CS spray on a terrified mentally ill 
man, handcuffed and already under a form 
of restraint acknowledged by all to be poten- 
tially fatal.” 

A spokeswoman for the Crown Prosecution 
Service said that the police officers involved 
could face charges. In view of the past record 
of the CPS in bringing charges against police 
officers, this is unlikely. 
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Racism in football alive and kicking 


Despite campaigns to “Kick racism 
out of football’ incidents of racist 
abuse at matches continue to occur. 


At Leeds on 20 September fans chanted 
abuse at Asian Leicester supporters and at 
Leicester’s 19-year-old striker, Emile Heskey. 
A Leeds spokesman said: “We will do all we 
can to identify the fans responsible for these 
chants. We will ensure they are banned from 
Elland Road.” 

Warren Aspinall, Carlisle United’s mid- 
fielder, is alleged to have racially abused 
Plymouth Argyle’s midfielder, Ronnie 
Mauge, in a match on 20 September. 

Mauge has lodged a complaint about the 
incident with the Professional Footballers’ 
Association, with the full support of 
Plymouth manager Mick Jones. The Football 
Association is also investigating the incident. 

Ronnie Mauge, 28, said: “Throughout the 


match all the players heard his racist com- 
ments, calling us ‘black coons’ and he made 
gun gestures at us. When I was 15 yards away 
from him, he made monkey noises at me.” 

Another witness commented: “It was the 
most disgraceful incident of racial abuse that 
it has been my misfortune to witness in the 
last 20 years.” 

At Everton on 20 September, undercover 
police arrested four men and charged them 
with racist behaviour. A fifth man was ejected 
from the ground after being heard shouting 
racist abuse. 

In a match between Oxford and Bradford, 
Bradford manager Chris Kamara was subject- 
ed to persistent racist abuse from one individ- 
ual. He was visibly upset and complained to 
the police. A man was ejected from the 
ground. 

Newcastle United star Alan Shearer is sup- 
porting the Show Racism the Red Card edu- 


Discrimination at work 


A Midlands bakery worker has been 
awarded £15,000 after suffering seven 
years of racial harassment at work. An 
industrial tribunal in Birmingham 
found that his employer, M Firkin Ltd, 
did nothing to stop the racial abuse of 
Pritpal Singh Bhalla. 


Mr Bhalla, 32, won claims of unfair dis- 
missal and racial discrimination. He was 
sacked from the Black Lake bakery in West 
Bromwich after an unfair disciplinary hearing 
at which he was denied a vital witness. 

After the verdict, Mr Bhalla, who worked 
as a tray washer, said: “I feel miserable about 
Firkins. This was not a fight for money but 
for dignity, for justification and self respect. I 
say to other minorities: don’t suffer, come 
forward, take a lesson from me.” 

A black employee at McDonald’s, who was 
racially abused by a female customer, was 
sacked after he told the woman to “bloody 
well leave’, an industrial tribunal heard. 

Segun Aiyegbusi, a 22-year-old student, 
was called a monkey by the woman and told 
that he had no brains. 

The manager of the Chiswick fast food 
restaurant, Lloyd Campbell, who is black, 
said: “He swore at a customer. That was not 
appropriate, even in circumstances where he 
was racially abused. He should have walked 
away.” 

In Hampshire, an Asian factory worker has 
said she became mentally ill after suffering 
racial abuse. 

Asha Bindra said she had been called a 
“black bitch” while working at the Ocular 
Sciences contact lens factory in Nursling. She 
claimed colleagues had tampered with her 
machine, hidden her overalls and refused to 
speak to her. 

Mrs Bindra said the abuse, between June 
and October 1996, left her feeling ill and 
depressed. She was dismissed in February 
this year after suffering a psychotic disorder. 

The firm said that about 10 per cent of its 
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employees were “non-white”, but admitted 
that it did not have a written anti-discrimina- 
tion policy. The tribunal hearing continues. 

At the Home Office, which plays a key role 
in race relations, many black and Asian staff 
are suffering discrimination and harassment, a 
detailed survey has revealed. 

One in seven said they had suffered racial 
harassment in the past year. Two out of five 
felt disadvantaged by their race. 

The Government has taken prompt action. 
Home Office Minister Mike O’Brien said: 
“As soon as I saw this report I was greatly 
concerned. I discussed it with the Home 
Secretary and we came up with an edict to be 
open and to show humility in terms of the 
lessons to be learnt.” 

Following advice from the Commission for 
Racial Equality, an action plan has been 
drawn up. Every directorate in the Home 
Office and the emigration, prisons and pass- 
port agencies has received guidance on how 
to tackle discrimination and harassment and 
been told to draw up their own action plans. 








Home Office Minister Mike O’Brien: 
despite his own department's short- 
comings, he has promised to put the 
government in the front line of anti- 

racism campaigning 


cational video. It features top players talking 
about their experience of racism and includes 
Chelsea’s Gianfranco Zola, Manchester 
United’s Ryan Giggs and Newcastle United’s 
Tan Rush. 

Ged Grebby, spokesman for Youth Against 
Racism, said: “The video features music by 
the Lighthouse Family and Chumbawumba 
and interviews with 56 of the world’s greatest 
players.” The project is backed by the FA and 
the Commission for Racial Equality. 


Asylum seeker 
covered in blood 


A deportee to Nigeria was reported to 
be frantic with fear and covered in 
blood as he struggled with private 
security guards on an aircraft. A num- 
ber of passengers protested at the 
treatment of the deportee on the flight 
from Heathrow to Amsterdam. 

He was brought onto the aircraft hand- 
cuffed to two guards from a private security 
company. A witness said he was screaming: 
“TI am going to be killed when I get home. 
Please help me.” 

His wrists were covered in blood as he 
struggled with the guards. Attempts were 
made to gag him. 

Claud Moraes, director of the Joint Council 
for the Welfare of Immigrants, said: “We 
believe that the rules on restraining deportees 
are reasonable, but the time has come for pri- 
vate companies to be banned from carrying 
out this work.” 

HM Complaints have been made of mistreat- 
ment of asylum seekers at Campsfield House, 
Oxford, following the 20 August protest riot. 

More than 60 asylum seekers at the deten- 
tion centre have signed a petition calling for 
better treatment. They say they are confined 
to their rooms, not given enough food and not 
allowed to make phone calls. 


Gypsies blamed 


Labourers who stripped dangerous 
blue asbestos from a Birmingham fac- 
tory and dumped it on waste land were 
told that Gypsies would get the blame. 


The asbestos came from the Rollco Screw 
and Rivet Company in Aston. The company 
paid M and J Joyce to remove a roof but the 
firm did not have an asbestos disposal 
licence. The asbestos, in bin bags, was 
dumped at six sites in the Aston and 
Erdington areas. 

One man said he had been hired to clear the 
asbestos. “I’m signing on and we were given 
a tenner a day for this. We were given a cou- 
ple of shovels and a few bags,” he said. 

The man refused to dump the asbestos but 
said the boss gave another labourer £350 and 
told him where to dump it. “He said it would 
be blamed on the Gypsies because there had 
been a lot of trouble with them.” 


Killers, paedophiles, 
conmen and informers 


The chequered history of the Ku Klux Klan in Britain 





As the British National Party’s leader was 
coming off second best in a street brawl in 
east London, some of his chief activists had 
deserted him for the inaugural rally of the 
newly revived British Ku Klux Klan. In this 
major investigation Searchlight pulls the 
sheets off this shadowy organisation and its 
strange leader and asks whether it is just 
another nazi formation or whether more 
sinister forces lie behind it 


Colin Jordan’s National Socialist 

Movement were attracted to the idea of 
setting up a Ku Klux Klan “klavern” in the 
West Midlands. It was strange for avowedly 
pagan nazis to attach themselves to an organi- 
sation that claims to defend “white Christian 
heritage”. They were perhaps attracted by the 
bloody and bizarre history of the KKK in the 
USA and its long record of violence, includ- 
ing the lynchings and killings of Afro- 
Americans for the most part, but also 
Catholics and Jews. 

The klavern was short-lived. Within a few 
months of a cross burning on a Midlands hill- 
side a number of key activists were under 
arrest, later to be convicted. The courts 
viewed the wearing of Klan robes in public as 
an offence under the 1936 Public Order Act, 
which forbids the use of political uniforms. 

The 1970s saw visits to Britain by US Klan 
leaders: first Bill Wilkinson, a Grand Wizard 
and part-time FBI informer, and_ later 
Imperial Wizard David Duke, who went on to 


I n the mid 1960s a number of members of 


play a major role in US far- 
right politics. Their hosts were 
the secretive élite nazi group 
the League of St George and 
at least one leading light in the 
National Front, then Britain’s 
largest fascist party. 

During one of Duke’s visits 

















men carrying armalite rifles 
were reported guarding his 
host’s country estate in 
Warwickshire. 

While a number of Britain’s nazis and fas- 
cists have held membership in US Klan 
groups and some, especially key British 
National Party activists, have visited Klan 
leaders in the USA, it was not until the end of 
the 1980s that the KKK became organised in 
Britain. 

It was the return to Britain of Allan Ronald 
Beshella that provided the impetus. Born in 
this country but a long-time 


Allan Beshella: his leadership of the British Klan 
ended after his paedophile conviction was revealed 


Entwhistle, was an officer in the Invisible 
Empire Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, led by 
James W Farrands. He took up residence near 
Bournemouth, which then witnessed a well 
~publicised series of cross burnings, daubings 
and threatening letters to local journalists and 
residents. These activities soon spread to the 
west London suburbs and the home counties. 
Beshella’s followers were very adept at 





resident in the USA, Beshella, 
who has also used the name 








FX-KLANBOSSIN — 
HANGING STORM — 


A FORMER Ku Klux Klan leader is to be quizzed 
by police after the dummy of a black man wus 
strung up during an all-night party. 

Three men were hurt in punch-ups at the Welsh village 
home of former Klan Grand Dragon Allan Beshclla, 43. 
The braw) began after people complained about the 
effigy and and police ordered it removed from Beshella’s 


washing line in Cacrau, 2S 1AN CAMERON 


near Maestog, Mid Gla- 
Beshella, who lived in 


morgan. Local man Leigh- 
ton Evans, 40, suffered a the U.S. for several years, 
claimed the dummy was 


broken jaw. " 
Skinheads chanted, “Kill Of an IRA terrorist. 
Police — probing  allega- 


and burn the blacks” as 

they belted out Nazi-style tions of incitement to 

songs to the music of right- racial hatred have been 
questioning two men. 


wing band Celtic Warrior. 
D Star - 6 JUL93 














Two of Beshella’s followers: Klan “chaplain” Adrian Barnes (left) and 
synagogue dauber Mark Atkinson. Right: one of Beshella’s stunts hit 
the national press with this Daily Star report in 1993 
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KKK recruiter 


PALM SPRINGS — A warrant |s out 
today for the arrest of # local Ku Klux 
Klanrecruiter who falled to appear for his 
arraignment in Desert Municipal Court 
Wednesday on a charge of failing to regis- 
ter as a convicted sex offender. 

Judge Richard Robinson ordered the 
warrant when Allan Ronald Beshella, 32, 
was not present for the arraignment, 
which included a charge of felony pos- 
seasion of g firearm by A ex-felon, and a 
charge -of possession of 2 concealed 


weapon. 

Beshella, who police say has used the 
name Allan Entwhistie, was arrested by 
Palm Springs police Feb. 2 in Cathedral 
City on a warrant charging him with fail- 
ing to register with authoritles as a con- 
victed sex offender. 

Police said he also was booked on the 





Thursday. February 18, 1962—THE DESERT SUM, Palm Springs. Calif. - AS 


doesn’t show 


for arraignment; warrant out 


firearms charges when they found a .357- 
caliber Magnum revolver under bis car 
seat. He was released on $6,500 bail that 
day. 

Court records show Beshella was con- 
victed of child molesting In September 
1972 In Los Angeles Superior Coart. 

‘On Feb. 10 federal Bureau of ‘Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms agents, with a 
search warrant, found “seven or elght 
weapons,” including shotguns, .22-cali- 
ber rifles and two revolvers in Behelia’s 
Espada Road home in Cathedral City, 
according to PSPD Lt. Gary Boswell. 

Boswell] said the agents obtalped the 
warranl based on information provided by 
police and Riverside County Sheriff's 
Department deputies. He added that 
Beahella arrived home at the time of 
the search, bul was not arrested. 








Above: US press report of the warrant that led 
to Beshella’s rapid departure from California. 
Left, top to bottom: Beshella’s British recruits: 
Paul Marriott, Keith Thompson, Ron Goat, 
Charles Hanson and Mike Putley. 

Below: US Klan boss Farrands meets lan Stuart 
Donaldson, pictured in the US KKK publication 
The Klansman, captioned: “The Wizard meets 


the rocker” 





Scottish Klan members 


conning the public and press alike into think- 
ing they were a force to be reckoned with. 
False stories appeared in local papers in the 
Thames Valley and the Northwest. One paper 
was conned into reporting that a hooded 

Klansman had ridden a_ horse 



























through a town in the early hours of 
the morning. 

The true extent of their activities 
was limited to operations such as the 
daubing of Staines synagogue by 
Mark Atkinson, who was sentenced 
to 21 months in prison in September 
this year for handling the Combat 18 
hit list publication The Stormer. 
Despite evidence of the west London 
klavern’s activities, the police bun- 
gled the investigation of the daubing. 

Atkinson and another Klansman 
from Essex, Tim Beard, were con- 
victed later in Scotland after a foray 





north of the border to dish out Klan 

=a ; trash. Atkinson was then working 

Left: a closely with another west Londoner, Adam 

Inyisible Empice — / WS a British Klan Wade, and the Klan’s “chaplain” Adrian 
as gait ot ee ks ZS recruiting Barnes, an older man. 

ro. a SON THE KK poster Meanwhile in Essex a Klansman chal- 

RACE AND NATION shows aUS lenged in a Brentwood pub dropped his 

address. ~ shoulder bag which was found to contain the 

i Below: The first full KKK membership application form 

a\ Highlander seen in Britain. Potential members were 

7 \ welcomes asked about themselves in incredible detail 

an the Scottish and although applications had to be sent to 

fn Klan US box numbers, it was apparent that the 

ae eae British Klan had access to social security files 

) sates rn as a means of verifying applicants’ identities. 

a) : ai \ Beshella stepped up his activities after 

ie J Ge moving to South Wales. Despite having no 

y - visible means of support, he acquired a num- 

Close . Th: ber of properties in Caerau, a former mining 

OSE an You village near Maesteg. Some he let and in one 
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In no time he was busy recruiting among 
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Beshella turned the heat on local people 

SCOTHISH opposed to his presence but despite his fol- 

Kuights of The Ku Klux Klan lowers’ attacks on people and property, in 

eight years he has only once been charged 
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... and their American guests 


of Searchlight’s editor, a story tested by a vis- 
iting film crew. 

In summer 1990 Searchlight’s mole inside 
the Klan had witnessed more than enough to 
go public. In conjunction with the Sunday 
People, and some months later TV South, we 
pulled the sheets off Britain’s key Klansmen 
to reveal a very worrying set of people. 

Our early insights confirmed that the 
Klan’s members are not confined to any one 
far-right party or group. The Klan internation- 
ally had also changed since its early days, for 
example Catholics could now join. 

Farrands came to Britain in the early 1990s 
to meet his new recruits. Among them were 
the late Ian Stuart Donaldson, leader of the 
nazi band Skrewdriver and the creator of the 
Blood and Honour nazi music operation. 
Keith Thompson of the League of St George 
and a one-time paid Searchlight informant, 
was sworn in around the same time as 
Donaldson at the Red Lion pub in Heanor, 
Derbyshire. 

In Kent David Runham swore in a number 
of youngsters from West Yorkshire, including 
Dave Appleyard and the Simpson brothers. 
Helping Runham with Klan security was Ron 
Goat, a former Hells Angel then living in 
Newham. Goat was allegedly involved in a 
plot to smuggle gun parts from the USA dis- 
guised as motor cycle spares. 


Internal security was the job of the Klan’s 
“Night Hawks” one of whom was Charles 
Hanson. Now serving a life sentence for mur- 
dering his wife, Hanson had been a nazi since 
his membership of the NSM in the 1960s and 
was a regular attender at the international nazi 
rally in Diksmuide, Belgium. He was a close 
associate of Eddy Morrison, now back in the 
Yorkshire BNP fold, and of Thompson. 

Another well known far-right activist in the 
Klan was Paul Marriott, who held the Klan 
rank of “Grand Titan”. At the time he was an 
NF regional organiser in southern England. 
He was also a serving sergeant in the 
Territorial Army and booked a room at a 
Southampton pub for a Klan meeting under 
the guise of the TA. 

He was not the Klan’s only military man. 
Mike Putley, the Klan’s “Scribe”, was a com- 
puter technician at the Royal Navy nuclear 
training establishment at Gosport. Six months 
after his exposure in the national press he was 
still in the Navy. He is believed to have given 
the Klan much of its computing expertise. 

The Klan’s strangest recruit was an 
unnamed former gunman from the Irish 
National Liberation Army, INLA, who 
imparted expertise of a more dubious nature. 

Attempts by the Klan to expand out of 
Wales into the East Midlands took the form of 
invasions by car loads of. men, sometimes 


The Klan reawakens 


y 1995 the KKK had become flavour 
B of the month again for the far right in 

the Midlands. There were a number 
of reasons for its resurrection, not all of 
which were political. 

C18 and its political wing, the National 
Socialist Alliance, were trying to confuse 
their enemies by greatly exaggerating their 
importance. Various sub-groups that were no 
more than two men and an attack dog were 
pumping out their own bulletins, changing 
their names with more regularity than their 
leaders changed their underwear, and sowing 
total confusion among some sections of the 
police and public and to some extent among 
their own members. One week you were a 
paid up and trusted member of Koatica, the 


next week you were in the Third Legion and 
the week after you were being invited to join 
the KKK. 

Two other groups, the Phoenix Society and 
the Aryan Resistance Movement (ARM), 
appeared also to be constantly chopping and 
changing their allegiances within the small 
world of British nazism. 

In this climate a new Klan movement with 
its high level of secrecy was the perfect 
means to fool a lot of nazi supporters a lot of 
the time. 

The prime mover was Nigel Bromage, a 
man clearly out of the same mould as the for- 
mer C18 boss Charlie Sargent when it comes 
to ripping off the movement. He realised that 
his role as NSA leader in the West Midlands 





armed with shotguns. They occasionally met 
violent resistance from rival groups. One 
Klansman was severely beaten by a local 
British Movement officer, who objected to 
the Klan poaching his members. 

Beshella’s plan to turn himself into a 
national Klan leader came to an abrupt halt 
when Searchlight revealed that he had fled 
the USA after a warrant had been issued for 
his arrest over the possession of a haul of 
modern weapons. 

Searchlight’s US colleagues soon turned up 
something much more interesting: Beshella 
had been convicted of child molesting in 
California in 1972. Maybe this did not worry 
Wilkinson, for whom Beshella served as 
deputy in Texas in those years, but it did not 
go down too well with British Klansmen. 

Searchlight made a point of expressing the 
disgust of decent British people by telephon- 
ing Farrands in North Carolina on his ex- 
directory line, and telling him to stop export- 
ing such human garbage. We wonder whether 
Beshella’s name now appears on the new 
British paedophile register. 

Since the fall of Beshella other US 
Klansmen have visited Europe seeking inter- 
national links. They included Denis Mahon, 
who was filmed addressing German and 
Dutch nazis wearing not a white sheet but 
combat fatigues, and calling on them to “use 
all means possible to save their race and I do 
mean all means”. The Invisible Empire 
Knights now appear to have competition in 
Europe in the form of the Flaming Sword 
Knights of the KKK. 

Whatever was happening in England and 
Wales, the Klan in Scotland it appears to have 
taken on a life of its own. A few months ago 
a team of USA Klansmen visited Scotland to 
forge further cooperation. One name that 
came up during press investigation was Brian 
Mitchell, whose KKK connections were also 
exposed in the Edinburgh press last year. 
Mitchell was charged with Atkinson and 
Beard for their Klan foray into Scotland a few 
years ago. 

Steven Cartwright, who edits the openly 
nazi magazine Highlander, claims he is not a 
member of the Klan but certainly supports 


“their cause. Highlander has supported both 


C18, before they attempted to bomb him ear- 
lier this year, and the BNP. 


Nigel Findlay (left): an Odinist in a 
supposedly Christian movement 
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put him in an ideal position to set up a new 
Klan and hopefully fill his pockets with the 
registration fees and the large sums of money 
that members are expected to pay for their 
robes and insignia. 

He needed someone with at least a minimal 
knowledge of the KKK to be credible, so he 
approached Nigel Findlay, who was running 
his own tiny group called Koatica and had 
shown interest in joining the NSA. He was 
perfect as he had been a security officer for 
the Invisible Empire Knights and was still in 
contact with a number of far-right activists 
such as Adrian Blundell of the ARM and fol- 
lowers across the West Midlands. 

The two worked to very different agendas. 
Bromage saw the Klan as a money spinner 
and a chance to recruit for the NSA. Findlay, 
a true believer, wanted to burn crosses and 
terrorise people. 

Their differences were so great that 
Bromage eventually left the Klan but placed a 
long-time Midlands right-winger, Rob Wilde, 
inside to spy for him and look out for NSA 
recruits. 

Findlay had the strange idea that one could 
mix the alleged Christianity of the KKK with 
the Odinism of Koatica. What it did was to 
give him two bites of the cherry, with those 
who dropped out of the KKK being scooped 
up by Koatica and vice versa. 

The Klan held a series of small meetings in 
the Midlands during 1995 and 1996, each 
with a couple more new faces. The police 
almost stumbled onto one Klan ritual while 
searching garages for stolen cars. Members 
rapidly ripped off their robes as the police 
banged on the garage doors. 

One man who began to play a key role was 
Mark Rae, a Birmingham bus driver. He has 
remained active despite the exposures of the 
Klan’s activities in the Midlands in the News 
of the World last year and on The Cook 
Report on television earlier this year and has 
steadfastly refused to be interviewed by 
Searchlight. 

Ironically the KKK meeting that the two 
News of the World reporters infiltrated and 
secretly filmed before being uncovered was 
the best attended. Present on that occasion 
was Bill Binding, a BNP activist and parlia- 
mentary candidate from London where he ran 
the local klavern. A young man in his twen- 
ties from the Portsmouth area was introduced 
as recently released from prison after serving 
a sentence for manslaughter. 

Other key players in the Midlands were 
Michael Shore from Burbage, Hinckley, also 
thought to use the name Stone, and Ian 
Woodcock from Wolverhampton. 

The News of the World exposure drove 
some members out of the Klan. This and 
internal feuding encouraged Bromage to try 
to take advantage and bring Klan members 
back into the NSA fold. He was unsuccessful. 

Rae and Shore joined forces with the 
London Klan to reemerge at the beginning of 
1997 as the United Klans of Europe. Findlay 
and Wilde left the scene, but by September 
Findlay was back in circulation, possible 
looking for customers for his CS gas. 

The main legacy left by the Midlands Klan 
was to divert the growth of the NSA, which 
in 1995 was starting to take off. Without the 
appearance of the Klan it might have been far 
stronger even after the C18 split in late 1996. 
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From wimp to Wizard: 


fter the C18 split in 1996 it seems 
A« sections of Britain’s security ser- 

vices sensed that they had lost their 
grip on a large element of C18 and the NSA. 
Many have speculated that in their search for 
new ways of gaining intelligence and control- 
ling the far right, they hit on the idea of set- 
ting up another Klan operation. 

It was at this time that a man with a very 
unusual far-right background emerged and 
was soon to be found at the head of the new 
Klan organisation. Enter Alan J Winder. 

Early this year a publication entitled 
January 30th made its first appearance. It was 
a mishmash of far-right material and included 
a hit list of people it claimed were active in 
Anti-Fascist Action. It seemed that C18 was 
using yet another title of convenience. 
Although the KKK claimed that the informa- 
tion had come from an “inside source”, most 
in fact appeared to be derived from published 
sources or loose talk. Searchlight alerted the 
people named. 

In summer a second issue appeared which 
contained hardly any original material but 
consisted mostly of snippets from other far- 
right publications. 

Around that time Winder sent a letter to 


members and supporters of the various 
British Klan groups in the past, informing 
them that he was now in charge of the British 
Knights of the United Klans of Europe and 
had for some months been acting as “Grand 
Dragon for the Realm of England”. He told 
them that his appointment had been endorsed 
by a vote of the new Imperial Board and that 
he was about to take up the office of Imperial 
Wizard. 

His letter claimed he was 35 years old, with 
one son, that he had served in the British 
Army as an intelligence operative and that he 
had set up a registered company in the name 
of the Ku Klux Klan to conduct the Klan’s 
business above board. 

He declared that the Klan’s aim was unity 
on the far right, “marching and_ striking 
together”. The Klan was to be what it called 
itself, an “Invisible Empire”. He also stated 
that he had lost his job because of his views, 
was broke and was likely to lose his home. 
He claimed that this put him in a privileged 
position because ZOG (the so-called Zionist 
Occupation Government of nazi terminology) 
could do nothing to him by way of fines or 
imprisonment as he had nothing to lose. 

The letter called upon all Klan groups 





Dear Racial Comrades: 


SUBJECT - THE INVISIBLE EMPIRE, UNITED KLANS OF EUROPE 


TO - ALL SQUIRES, KNIGHTS AND OFICERS OF THE IEUKE, AND OTHER SELECTED PERSONS 


Opening 
paragraphs of 
Winder’s letter 
introducing 


I have had committed to me the sacred trust of the government of the Invisible 
Empire, United Klans of Europe. I hope to prove worthy of that trust. 


It is only fair that I introduce myself to you, and explain the circumstances 
under which I came to be the leader of the Invisible Empire, United Klans of 
Europe. 


Last month the Imperial Board disbanded, for various reasons which it benefits 
nobody to discuss in open print, and the last official action taken by them 
was to appoint me as caretaker leader, should I wish to accept that post. This 
was a position that I neither sought nor expected, but now that I hold it, I 
intend to make the IEUKE a success. By a ‘success' I mean nothing short of 
our being the leading group throughout Europe for the fight for the 
preservation of our race and community, and the exile of the Jewish and mud 
races. 
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British Klan magazine, summer 1997. The US box number does not currently 
belong to a US Klan but is held by the National Socialist Irish White Workers 
Party and the American Workers Party. Right: first issue of January 30th 


Alan Winder seizes control 








Above: Bill Binding (front). Above right Winder (far 
right) oversees his followers as they gather for his 
“Klanvocation”. Below: information gleaned from a 
Companies House search of Invisible Empire (Europe) 
Limited, incorporated on 25 July 1997. Right: Winder’s 
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across Europe to fight for the preservation of 
the white race and the exile of the Jewish and 
“mud” (a nazi term for black) races. 

Going on endlessly about Klan ranks, title, 
the Kluxers’ role in life and his obviously 
non-existent computer expertise, he states 
that some people recruited by previous Klan 
groups might not be welcome in the new 
organisation. 

The hollowness of his heavy hints about 
the Klan’s excellent security was revealed by 
his boast that he had registered his company. 





44 Bakers Hill, London E5, home of Bill Binding 


While we were 
unable to get at the 
address behind his 
private box number, 
records at 
Companies House 
revealed his opera- 
tional address as 76 
Jackson Road, 
Bromley, Kent and 
that of his second- 
in-command, a 
retired railway 
worker called Bill 
Binding, as Flat 10, 


44 Bakers Hill, 
Upper Clapton, 
London ES. 


Finally, the letter 
announced that his 
first Klan “Klanvokation” or gathering would 
take place on 20 September 1997. 

Winder first came to Searchlight’s attention 
in 1983, when we reported his involvement in 
an apparently high-level plot to destroy 
Searchlight. At that time he was an active 
member of British Movement who sold 
papers for W H Smith at various London rail 
terminals. 

Discussing Searchlight’s destruction with 
Winder were Charles Hanson, a hardline nazi 
later convicted of murder, Chris Tame of the 








Libertarian Alliance, an unnamed barrister, 
and Mary Page, an IPC employee and 
Conservative Party candidate from the south- 
east London, Kent borders, who had also 
been a member of the Monday Club and 
National Front. After Winder’s flop at playing 
the role of a right-wing spook, the plan col- 
lapsed when Searchlight published the story 
in March 1983. 

Searchlight’s counter intelligence investiga- 
tion had turned up Winder’s name among 
donors to the openly nazi British Movement 
three years earlier. He had made what for a 
newspaper seller would have been a very gen- 
erous donation of £25. 

In July 1983 Searchlight reported Winder’s 
attempt to pose as “Roger” from the NF head- 
quarters in Croydon in order to provide us 
with information about none other than Alan 
J Winder. Our headline was “BNSM disinfor- 
mation scheme flops”. 

By the late 1980s Winder was writing to 
the upmarket quasi-intellectual nazi publica- 
tion Scorpion. In 1989 he appeared in the 
company of the Dutch far-right Odinist caster 
of Runes Freya Aswynn. He continues to be 
interested in older women; his current friend 
is the well known East End BNP big mouth 
Linda Cooper née Miller, best known for 
telling Searchlight that Derek Beackon had 
not hit her but had kicked her after a 
difference of opinion. Her husband Alex is a 
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violent head case, making them the perfect 
nazi couple. 

Winder’s friendship with Cooper might 
explain why so many BNP activists and par- 
liamentary candidates, such as Cooper her- 
self, Binding and Gordon Callow, managed to 
be at a Klan gathering at the very same 
moment that party leader John Tyndall was 


Above, left to right: Alex Cooper, Linda Cooper née Miller and 
Gordon Callow. Top right: the council block where the Klan meeting 
took place. Right: Callow’s home in Tower Hamlets. Below: part of 





being beaten up on the street a 
mile away. 

The immediate question 
among the far right in London 
is which of the BNP activists 
present at Cooper’s council flat 
in Cottage Street, Poplar, had 
tipped off the anti-fascists look- 
ing for the East London BNP 
rally, giving them its exact location, so allow- 
ing those invited to the “Klanvokation” a 
clear run from their redirection point at Bow 
Road underground station to her home. 

Of longer term importance to the BNP is 
how Tyndall will reassert his authority with 
his members. He claims to have set up an 
inquiry into the security failure surrounding 
his rally, which left him and a number of 
other key BNP members injured. 

Searchlight readers will be more interested 
in what action Tower Hamlets council will be 
taking over the use of a council flat for a Klan 
ritual gathering. 

Searchlight cooperated with the Sunday 
Mirror to expose Winder, the now unem- 
ployed telephone salesperson, to a larger 





audience on the day after his gathering. 

Perhaps the most telling comments were 
made by Winder’s mother, who told a 
Searchlight reporter that he has never been 
any good, a real loser. She said he was always 
on the tap for money and that whatever politi- 
cal aspirations he had have turned to dust. 
With real sorrow in her voice she told us that 
he had treated his family shamefully especial- 
ly his father. 

Desperate for publicity Winder has taken to 
sending material to the local press in east 
London under the name of the “Sir Oswald 
Mosley Klavern”. Meanwhile Tony Blair is 
receiving missives from the “Mercian White 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan”. Perhaps a 
reader will recognise the handwriting. 


British media apologise for Searchlight slur 


Nobody was more _ surprised than 
Searchlight’s editor Gerry Gable when he 
checked the latest news on Ceefax late in the 
evening on 1 October. A London solicitor 
sent to prison for fraud was being described 
as the founder of the anti-fascist magazine 
Searchlight. 

A call to the BBC press bureau got him 
nowhere. The next morning the source of the 
Ceefax report became clear; a Press 
Association report of the court proceedings. 

A stream of callers was _ ringing 
Searchlight’s office asking what was going 
on. One caller even inquired whether Mr 
Gable was in prison. 

The case was a particularly nasty one as 
frauds go. Louis Ruskin had stolen from 
compensation awards that he had won for a 
sick child and a injured worker. He was sen- 
tenced to 18 months. In mitigation his solici- 
tor had claimed that he had been an anti- 
racist all his life and had helped found 
Searchlight. 

Searchlight’s editor only recalls Ruskin 
attending public meetings in the early 1960s 
while a law student, and possibly in the mid 
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1960s selling Searchlight on the streets. 
when it started life as a newspaper. The two 
have not met for at least 30 years. 

The Guardian’s Lucy Patton chose to lead 
with Ruskin’s lies about his Searchlight con- 
nection. The Daily Telegraph’s report 
described Ruskin as the founder of 
Searchlight several paragraphs into the story. 
However it was the supposedly liberal mind- 
ed /ndependent that won the prize for poor 
journalism with its headline “Searchlight 
founder jailed for stealing from clients”. 

In complete dereliction of journalistic 
ethics and professionalism, none of these 
papers nor the Press Association made any 
attempt to speak to Searchlight before pub- 
lishing. The three papers all have regular 
dealings with Searchlight and have the 
office and editor’s telephone numbers. 

Searchlight is not in a financial position to 
reach for lawyers when we are libelled and 
abused by nazis and racists, but to be so 
maligned by fellow journalists angered 
every member of our team. 

Geoffrey Bindman, the renowned libel 
and civil liberties lawyer, approached the 





media outlets concerned on our behalf. He 
won an immediate published apology from 
The Guardian swiftly followed by The 
Telegraph. After some prevarication the 
Press Association also agreed to issue a cor- 
rection. 

Only The Independent, which claims to be 
such a pillar of light, dug in its heels. As 
Searchlight goes to press, The Independent 
has still not replied to a second letter from 
Bindmans. If we do not get a published apol- 
ogy, we shall go to the Press Complaints 
Commission. 

The repetition of the lies in the October 
issue of the British National Party’s paper 
British Nationalist was of course hardly a 
surprise. 

It was ironic that at the end of the first ses- 
sion of the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry (see 
page 3) an /ndependent reporter sought out 
Mr Gable for a comment. What he got was 
not quite what he had in mind. Searchlight’s 
editor told him to go back to his office and 
“tell your editor Andrew Marr to teach his 
staff how to behave like real journalists and 
check their stories”. 





E he Front National’s big annual “Blue- 
White-Red” festival, held in Paris, 
provided an excellent opportunity for 
Searchlight to mount a joint intelligence gath- 
ering operation with Reflex, the French 
equivalent of Searchlight. The festival, which 
took place on the weekend of 27 and 28 
September, attracted more than 15,000 people 
from all over France and several other 
European countries. 

There were two contingents from Britain. 
The first consisted of around a dozen mem- 
bers of the British National Party. The 
absence of the BNP’s usual organiser of over- 
seas jaunts, John Peacock, was made up by 
the inclusion of four BNP parliamentary can- 
didates, John Morse, Ian Dell, Ken Francis 
and Colin Smith. Richard Edmonds, the 
national organiser, was present as was Peter 
Rushden, who appears to be one of the BNP’s 
more intellectual assets and a major target of 
C18 violence and hate. 

Some of the BNP party also attended the 
trial of the Holocaust denier Robert 
Faurisson. The case was adjourned for four 
weeks. 

It was surprising to see the FN giving the 
BNP members the status of important politi- 
cal allies, considering the BNP’s previous 
close alignment with FN leader Jean-Marie 
Le Pen’s more extreme nazi rival Claude 
Cornilleau, leader of the PNFE, who has 
addressed BNP annual party days in recent 
years. But wary of the potential adverse pub- 
licity, FN goons stopped a photographer try- 
ing to capture Le Pen shaking Edmonds’s 
grasping hand. As they ripped the film out of 
the camera, they said: “the leader does not 
like this type of photo being taken”. 

The man in charge of liaison between the 
BNP and FN was Commandant Dore, best 
known in Britain for his appearance on 
Channel 4 Television a few years ago with 
Morse and Stuart Millson, the former 
Federation of Conservative Students who 
defected to the BNP but is now back with the 
Tory ultra right. Dore, who is believed to be a 
former senior French naval officer, appears to 
have had a long association with right-wing 
groups in Britain. 

The second British contingent consisted of 
supporters of Right Now’, the ultra-right Tory 
magazine that provides a bridge between 
extreme Tories and fascists. (For more details, 
see Searchlight, March and August 1996.) 
Key among them was Sam Swerling, a law 
lecturer and former Tory councillor and 
Monday Club official. Accompanying him 
was Tom Acton, the former National Front 
treasurer and business partner of the notori- 
ous nazi printer Antony Hancock. 

What must have upset the BNP was the 
inclusion in the Right Now! delegation of the 


Richard Edmonds (right, standing), who led the BNP delegation to France, seen 
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here earlier at Bow Street Magistrates Court, supporting his fellow BNP officers 
Nick Griffin and Paul Ballard (with black tie), at a preliminary hearing on charges 
relating to an edition of their magazine, The Rune 


former BNP officer Eddy Butler. Butler was 
the architect of Derek Beackon’s short-lived 
position as a Tower Hamlets councillor after 
his by-election victory in September 1993. 

Dore’s British contacts appeared to include 
Swerling and they may have met in the past 
in London. 

When Le Pen visited London as a guest of 
the Tory ultra right a few years ago, he made 
it clear that he was already actively involved 
in Britain and had in the previous year col- 
lected £2.25 million in donations. He told a 
closed meeting, attended by Acton and Steve 
Brady, an NF officer and fellow traveller of 
the Tory far right, that the money would not 
be used in Britain until Britain had propor- 
tional representation and a. broad-based far- 
right party like the FN. Also present at that 
meeting were senior members of two ultra- 
right Conservative groups, Western Goals and 
the Monday Club. 

Monday Club has collapsed and Western 
Goals has been badly tainted by the imprison- 
ment of its leader, Gregory Lauder Frost, for 
fraud and its association with Clive Derby- 
Lewis, the man who plotted the assassination 
of the ANC Military Commander Chris Hani. 
The attempt to replace these groups with the 
Revolutionary Conservative Caucus also 
failed. Right Now! was designed to fill the 
gap and develop this grey area of far-right 
politics. It has succeeded in opening up new 
connections among dissident conservatives 
on both sides of the Atlantic and is starting to 
poach members from Britain’s fascist parties. 
Sponsorship from leading far-right academics 
and economists and the support of a number 
of MPs and members of the House of Lords is 
beginning to give it real substance. 


Another key character on the Tory ultra 
right was observed with the Right Now! group 
in Paris. Adrian Davies was also spotted on a 
number of occasions in deep conversation 
with the BNP’s Peter Rushden. 

Davies, a solicitor with one of the largest 
and most successful city practices, has kept 
very strange company in recent years. His 
associates range from nazis to extreme Tories, 
and he advises Ulster loyalist key players, 
including Charlie Simpson, Brady’s friend 
from his teens, when he too mixed in loyalist 
circles. 

Simpson worked for British Intelligence, as 
well as trebling up with work for Rhodesian 
and South African Intelligence, before he 
returned to Britain. 

Precisely who is behind these top level 
moves between London and Paris is unclear, 
but the talk on the ground is that any new far- 
right party would exclude such long-time 
nazis as John Tyndall, the BNP leader. The 
gravy train which he has waited all his adult 
life to board could well be departing without 
him. 

Our colleagues from Reflex were able to 
tail some of the BNP delegates on the day 
before the festival and were astounded to see 
them enter a luxury apartment block in the 
rue Clement Marot, which houses the former 
French Socialist Prime Minister Edith 
Cresson. Further investigation revealed that 
they were probably visiting Pierre Rusco, 
who served as a Company Commander in the 
French Waffen SS Charlemagne Division. 
Most of the members of the Division were 
killed by the Red Army, but this old Nazi sur- 
vived and lives his days out in luxury still 
practising his creed of hate. 
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Le Pen (centre) invites festival-goers to meet regional FN candidates 


The high point of the festival itself was Le 
Pen’s 90-minute speech on the Sunday after- 
noon. His theme this year was the role of the 
FN as the only real opposition in France. 

To this end — the man has no lack of ambi- 
tion — he announced the formation of a “shad- 
ow cabinet’, organised by Jean-Claude 
Martinez. His purpose is supposedly to show 
the French people that the FN and its portly 
fiihrer are now ready for government. 

This was the only innovative aspect of Le 
Pen’s speech. The rest was devoted to the 
usual violent tirade about the twin horrors of 
immigration and homosexuality, both of 
which he claimed were actively being encour- 
aged by Lionel Jospin’s Socialist government. 
He reached volcanic heights when he erupted 
into an outburst about the failings of the jus- 
tice authorities, which have refused to prose- 
cute a rap band that features anti-police mate- 
rial in its songs and which has taken legal 
action against FN members. 

Le Pen concluded by exhorting his follow- 
ers to get ready for the next wave of elec- 
tions. These will be local and regional polls 
and will also take place in France’s myriad of 
professional organisations and associations. It 
is the FN’s intention to field candidates in all 
these elections and the signs are that the party 
will deepen its implantation within the French 
political structure. 

The result of a local election in Mulhouse, 
in eastern France, on 27 September gave the 
fascists a major boost. Gérard Freulet won for 
the FN with 53 per cent, the fifth victory of 
an FN local candidate in recent months. The 
result is particularly disturbing because the 
FN breached the 50 per cent threshold for 
election in the first round of the poll. 

The FN’s obsession with power also turned 
out to be a key theme at its annual “summer 
university”, held in FN-controlled Orange. 

Le Pen knows that sections of the crisis- 
wracked mainstream right are ruminating 
over the possibility of some sort of coopera- 
tion with the FN. Ten years ago such a 
prospect would have been unimaginable, but 
today such luminaries as Robert Pantraud, 
deputy to Charles Pasqua at the time he was 
Interior Minister, hold private dinners with Le 
Pen to explore the ground. A convenient pre- 
text for the actions of the likes of Pantraud is 
the collaboration of the ruling Socialist Party 
with the Communist Party, which the rightists 
label the last Stalinist party in Europe. 

The FN is divided about whether or not to 
work with what Le Pen sees as a “putrid” 
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mainstream right. His deputy, Bruno Mégret, 
is all for such an accommodation and a 
reshaping of the FN on the lines of Italy’s 
Alleanza Nazionale by abandoning, for exam- 
ple, the FN’s attachment to the wartime Vichy 
regime. He is happy to retain the hard line on 
immigration and law and order. 

Le Pen, however, thinks this would turn the 
EN into sheep instead of wolves and that the 
real tactic of the mainstream right is to emas- 
culate the FN politically just as it stands on 
the verge of breakthrough. He has no inten- 
tion of wandering into a trap and insists that 
the mainstream right comes to him. 

This issue was much ventilated in Orange, 
although the main business planned was an 
extended discussion of “anti-communism”. 
The choice was an obvious attempt to find a 
subject on which there is no disagreement 
whatsoever among FN members, be they fas- 
cists, Catholic fundamentalists, national-revo- 
lutionaries or neo-pagans. 

It was at the university that the “shadow 
cabinet” concept was conceived, although the 
EN lacks personnel with appropriate technical 
capacities or experience. The experiment 
seems likely to run aground in any case 
because it does not fit the French political sit- 
uation or political culture. 

Le Pen’s priority is France, but he also has 
an eye on expanding the FN’s influence inter- 
nationally and becoming a dominant factor 
within the European ultra right. The weék 
before the Paris binge, Le Pen spent four days 
in Slovakia to cultivate his contacts with the 
Slovak National Party. 

This party is a junior partner in Slovakia’s 
coalition government and two of its MPs, Jan 
Sitek and Eva Slavkovska, hold the defence 
and education ministerial portfolios respec- 
tively. Le Pen was hosted in Slovakia by the 
Slovak National Party leader Jan Slota. 

Early indications are that the two parties 
plan to organise a congress of European 
nationalist parties — “Euronat” — some time in 
1998. It remains to be seen whether some of 
the other creatures from the European fascist 
underworld on show at the Blue-White-Red 
festival will appear at “Euronat’. 

Apart from the British visitors, the festival 
attracted members of the hard-core German 
nazi Freiheitlicher Volks Block, the twice 
convicted Gerd Sudholt from Germany’s 
Republikaner Partei, delegates from the 
Vlaams Blok from Belgium and the Sweden 
Democrats, and Spanish and Greek fascists. 
A lone American, possibly from Dr William 


Pierce’s National Alliance, was spotted both 
at the Faurisson trial and at the festival. 

The FN festival and Le Pen’s speech 
attracted press coverage. When Le Pen grabs 
the media limelight, this irritates Mégret and 
his wife, Catherine, who then redouble their 
efforts to get media space for themselves. 

The couple’s latest publicity-seeking gim- 
mick is a plan to change the names of streets 
and squares in Vitrolles, where the recently 
convicted Mme Mégret is mayor. According 
to the Mégrets’ scheme, the Place Mandela 
will become the Place de Provence. The 
Avenue Francois Mitterrand will be renamed 
the Avenue de Marseille and the Avenue 
Stalingrad will be named after Jean Pierre 
Stirbois, Le Pen’s former deputy who died in 
a car crash in 1988, transforming remem- 
brance of a victory over fascism into a memo- 
rial for a fascist. 

Justifying the last change to a critical and 
sceptical media, Mégret spluttered: “The 
Front National has already entered into the 
history of France and this avenue will have 
the name not of an agitator but of someone 
who belonged to a political party which rep- 
resents 15 per cent of the French people”. But 
changing the names of streets and squares is 
not enough. The Mégrets also want to change 
the name of the town itself, from Vitrolles to 
the more refined Vitrolles-en-Provence. 

Searchlight and Reflex are actively follow- 
ing up the intelligence leads on international 
far-right collaboration obtained at the festival. 
The results will appear in Searchlight and 
Reflexes in the coming months. 


Leading nazi jailed 
for child sex videos 


A leading French hardcore nazi Michel 
Caignet has been jailed for three and a half 
years, with another 18 months suspended, and 
fined £4,000 for his part in a child sex video 
network. 

Caignet, 42, an associate of several British 
National Party leaders and a leader of the 
French nazi PNFE organisation, was found to 
be involved, with 67 other people, in a child 
pornography network known as “Toro 
Bravo”. 

The network, which was smashed only 
after months of police investigation, prof- 
itably distributed hundreds of copies of seven 
videos portraying sex between young boys 
and adults. Caignet’s role, apparently, was to 
distribute video cassettes. 

His co-defendant Jean-Manuel Vuillaume, 
46, was accused of shooting the films in 
Columbia, where poverty drives parents into 
selling their children into prostitution or the 
sex industry. Vuillaume was jailed for three 
years and fined £6,000. Several of their 
clients were also convicted and received sen- 
tences ranging from six months suspended to 
fines of up to £300. 

Caignet and Vuillaume both claimed they 
did not know the ages of the boys in the films 
but their market, as police raids revealed, 
consisted of hardened paedophiles who were 
ready to be exploited by those touting such 
material. Hundreds of known and suspected 
paedophiles throughout France were 
questioned and more than 200 placed under 
formal investigation. 


Man arrested for Austrian nazi bombings 


The Austrian authorities are confident that 
they have at last caught one of the fascist let- 
ter bombers who have killed at least four peo- 
ple since December 1993. Police arrested 
Franz Fuchs, a 48-year-old unemployed tech- 
nician, in Gralla, 150 miles south of Vienna, 
on 2 October. 

The arrest was made in a routine police 
traffic check after two women telephoned the 
police to report suspicious behaviour by a 
motorist. When they asked Fuchs to produce 
his driving licence and ID card, he triggered a 
pipe bomb he was carrying, blowing off both 
his hands and part of one arm. Police believe 
that the former Austrian army NCO detonated 
the device in order to commit suicide and 
avoid interrogation. 

A later search of Fuchs’s home uncovered 
five loaded pipe bombs, a booby trap and 
nitroglycerine of the type used to murder four 
Roma people in Oberwart in February 1995. 
A diagram showed how to construct a trigger 
device similar to those used in letter bombs 
found in a post box in Graz two years ago. 

Police also found a typewriter wheel with a 
very unusual typeface, matching the one used 
to write a letter claiming responsibility for the 
Oberwart attack, and a note headed 
“Bajuwarische Befreiungsarmee — Friedrich 
der Streitbare” (Bayuvarian Liberation Army 
— Frederick the Warrior). 

Commenting on the arrests, Karl 
Schléggel, the Interior Minister, said on 12 
October: “The evidence is overwhelming”. 
He added that the evidence indicated that 
Fuchs was a definite perpetrator and could be 
“ruled out as being just a copycat operator”. 

Fuchs was described by neighbours as a 
loner who lived a rather withdrawn life with 
his parents — they had not entered his room 
for six years — and who has had a persecution 
complex for the past few months. He report- 
edly complained to his parents that his tele- 
phone was being tapped. He had had psychi- 
atric treatment a few years ago after a suicide 
attempt. 

He is not the first person to be arrested for 
the bombings, which have hit Munich and 
Liibeck in Germany as well as Austria. In 
1994 Franz Radl and Peter Binder, two well 
known nazis belonging to Gottfried Kiissel’s 
illegal Volkstreue Ausserparlamentarische 
Opposition (VAPO), were arrested and 

. brought to trial, but were freed for lack of 
evidence in December 1995. 

Schloggel’s statement came after Fuchs had 
reportedly admit- 
ted membership of 
the shadowy fas- 
cist Bajuwarische 
Befreiungsarmee 
(BBA), which has 
created a climate 
of fear and terror 


Franz Radl 
arriving at 
court in Vienna 
in 1995 after 
his arrest for 
the bombings 


The BBA’s three-year terror campaign 


@ 3-6 December 1993: Ten letter bombs 
are posted in Vienna and Styria. Four 
explode wounding, among others, the mayor 
of Vienna Helmut Zilk, shredding his left 
hand. 

@ 24 August 1994: A pipe bomb outside a 
Slovenian school in Klagenfurt injures a 
police officer as he examines it. 

@ 4-6 October 1994; Four letter bombs are 
intercepted and defused by police. 

@ 5 February 1995: The worst politically 
motivated attack in postwar Austria. Four 
Roma people are killed by a booby trap 
bomb in Oberwart and two more pipe 
bombs explode in Stinatz, wounding one 
person. 


in Austria and Germany with its series of let- 
ter bomb and other attacks against foreigners 
and ethnic minorities and those who cam- 
paigned on their behalf. 

Fuchs broke his silence to say that his role 
in the BBA was as a courier and all he had 
done was post three letters claiming responsi- 
bility for attacks. His confession suggests that 
he was no lone bomber but part of a more 
extensive underground structure. 

The attacks launched by this clandestine 
structure have so far killed four people and 
seriously injured at least 15. The police are 
still unsure whether the bombings were the 
handiwork of Fuchs alone. It has now 
emerged that Fuchs knew members of Jorg 
Haider’s fascist Freedom Movement and 
other fascists, but many police officers persist 
in thinking the attacks were perpetrated by “a 
mentally sick individual”. 

The BBA’s detailed letters claiming respon- 
sibility have the hallmark of communications 
from an organisation rather than a single indi- 
vidual. Displaying a clear pan-German 
nationalist world view, they rehearse well 
practised racist and antisemitic sentiments 
and project openly the BBA’s objective “to 
crush the dictatorship of immigrants and then 
bring down the government and the hated 


‘System’.” The means would be a terror cam- 


paign to destabilise Austria and bring the 
forces of “order” to power. 

Haider’s Freedom Movement, which has 
vigorously tried to blame leftists and anti-fas- 
cists for the bombings, has maintained a dis- 
creet silence, broken only to try to place the 





@ 9-14 June 1995: The German Social 
Democrat politician Thomas Rother is 
injured by a letter bomb in Liibeck city hall 
and in Munich television presenter Arabella 
Kiesbauer is injured. A third bomb goes off 
in Linz, Austria. 

@ 16 October 1995: Two more bombs 
explode in Lower Austria. 

@ 11 December 1995: Days before the 
Austrian general election, two letter bombs 
explode in a post box in Graz and a third 
goes off while being removed by police. 

@ 9 December 1996: The last bomb so far 
reported is sent to the author Lotte Ingrisch, 
the step-mother of the then Austrian Interior 
Minister Caspar Einem. Nobody is injured. 


blame on the Social Democrats, because 
Fuchs’s parents used to be activists in the 


party. 


From our Austrian correspondent 


NORWAY 


Nordic network 


The would-be respectable far-right groups in 
Scandinavia are seeking to broaden their 
activities by establishing their own network, 
Nordic-Nat. It parallels the attempt by the 
French fascist leader Jean-Marie Le Pen to 
build up the Euro-Nat organisation of elec- 
toral fascist parties. 

So far Nordic-Nat includes three parties: 
the Fedrelandspartiet in Norway, IKL in 
Finland and the Sweden Democrats. None 
have much electoral clout. Indeed, in the 
recent general election, the Fedrelandspartiet 
polled only 3,775 votes throughout Norway. 

At a preliminary meeting in summer, the 
three no-hopers proclaimed a common five- 
point platform to: 

@ strengthen national identity 

@ preserve the Nordic environment, culture 
and people 

@ rouse opinion against immigration and 
highlight drugs and terrorism as a conse- 
quence of immigration i 
@ oppose the European Union 

@ base their cooperation on the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

The last point is especially ironic and 
laughable, given the scurrilous and inhuman 
filth that these parties distribute in pursuit of 
their racist policies on immigration. 

Arrangements have reportedly been made 
for a further meeting. Their endeavours are 
likely to produce few immediate results, 
while Carl I Hagen’s populist Progress Party, 
bloated from its success in the recent elec- 
tions, draws all Norway’s racist voters. 

In the longer term the development of a 
bloc between these parties could be more 
dangerous, as the racist constituency behind 
Hagen is disappointed and is tempted to 
scratch around for a more radical expression. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 
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Police use machine guns to stop 
protest against fascist violence 


A special on-the-spot report from eastern Germany 


or several months anti-fascists and 
Fe unionists had been planning a 

demonstration against fascist violence 
in Saalfeld, Thiiringen. Saalfeld, a small town 
with a population of around 80,000, is situat- 
ed in one of Germany’s most scenic areas, 
between Jena and Gera, and is a centre of 
escalating fascist terror. 

Under the watchwords “break through the 
rightist consensus”, a broad alliance of inde- 
pendent left groups, the Greens-Alliance 90, 
the Party of Democratic Socialism and the 
unions prepared for a major demonstration on 
11 October, with the aim of focusing on the 
continuing wave of nazi and racist assaults on 
young left-wingers and anti-fascists. 

The demonstration never took place, pre- 
vented by massive repressive measures and 
deliberate nazi provocation. The background 
to these events is worth examining. 

Since 1992, Saalfeld, together with neigh- 
bouring Rudolstadt, has evolved into a major 
stronghold of nazi groups trying to deepen 
their influence among young people. Both 
towns first hit the headlines in August 1992, 
when more than 2,500 nazis paraded through 
Rudolstadt to commemorate the death of 
Hitler’s deputy, Rudolf Hess, unimpeded by 
the police and authorities. 

The main coordinator of the Hess march 
was long believed to have been Thomas 
Dienel, leader of the Deutsche Nationale 
Partei (DNP), who lives in Rudolstadt. Five 
years on, Dienel is one of “yesterday’s men”, 
ostracised because of his profiteering, media 
self-promotion and criminal convictions. 

The true organiser of the 1992 Hess march 
was Tino Brandt, the man behind the nazis’ 
propaganda campaign against October’s anti- 
fascist demonstration. In fact Brandt holds the 
reins of the entire nazi scene in eastern 
Thiiringen. 

_As a result of his successful political work, 
the Saalfeld-Rudolstadt area has become a 
training ground for nazis from all over 
Germany. This began in June 1993, when 
nazis staged a two-day ideological seminar, 
with police protection, in a pub near Saalfeld. 

The organisers of that event were two 
groups with central responsibility for political 
education and cadre development for the 
whole nazi movement: the Deutsches 
Kulturwerk europadischen Geistes and the 
Freundeskreis Ulrich von Hiitten. Minders 
were provided by the now banned Wiking 
Jugend. 

Six months later, 150 nazis were able to 
march through Saalfeld on 30 April, again 
unhindered, and two weeks afterwards held a 
nazi rock concert attended by over 350 fascist 
skinheads. Since then, the distribution of nazi 
propaganda material at public events such as 
local fetes has continued apace. Anti-fascists 
trying to stop it have been removed by police. 

All this relatively unopposed activity has 
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An all too familiar sight in Germany these days: marauding gangs of nazi thugs 





armed with improvised weapons and sometimes worse 


served as good preparation for the nazis’ 
long-running “anti-antifa” (anti anti-fascist) 
campaign. This campaign has been master- 
minded by Brandt, his ally Mario Brehme and 
an inner group of around 30 nazi activists 
operating out of Saalfeld. 

The front organisations for this effort to 
build up files and intelligence on anti-fascists 
have been the Thiiringer Heimatsturm and the 
Deutsche Freundeskreis. Brandt is the 
founder and contact person of both groups. 
Their wider contacts are run by the Berlin- 
Brandenburg-based group Die Nationalen, 
which is currently facing a ban. 

Brandt’s key contact man and strategist in 
Berlin is Frank Schwerdt, president of Die 
Nationalen and publisher of the nazi Neue 
Thiiringer Zeitung. This newspaper is part of 
Schwerdt’s miniature nazi press empire and, 
like his other papers, is a combination of anti- 
semitic hate material and local reportage. 

While the federal authorities and internal 
security service have. publicly pinpointed the 
Saalfeld region as a fetid hotbed of fascist 
activity, the local police and authorities have 
refused to recognise the nazi menace and take 
action to stamp it out. Because of this, 
Thiiringen is now second only to the west 
German state of North-Rhine Westphalia in 
the league table of nazi violence, and anti- 
fascists come under sustained police scrutiny 
instead of the nazis. 

The scale of nazi intervention in the area 
has intensified dramatically in the past 18 
months. The spark for this latest surge was a 
spectacular action last year when 40 nazis, 
led by Brandt, took over an old factory in 
Saalfeld in pursuit of their demands for a 
“national” youth centre. 

Although the nazis were evicted, the 
Christian Democrat mayor of Saalfeld pro- 
nounced the concept of such a youth centre 
“worth discussing”. Within months, a 
£1,500,000, all mod-cons youth centre was 
built in the Saalfeld district of Gorndorf, an 


area dominated by right-wing extremist 
youth. Although the centre is officially open 
to all young people in the district, intimida- 
tion by young nazis has made it a no-go area 
for anti-fascists. 

The threats to young anti-fascists have 
proved a catalyst for the formation of a 
broad-based anti-fascist counter-offensive. 
The first step was the decision by local anti- 
fascists and the anti-fascist committee of the 
commercial and bank workers’ union, HBV, 
to call an anti-fascist demonstration. 

No sooner had permission been applied for 
in August, than the nazi National 
Demokratische Partei (NPD) stepped in with 
its own application to march. By early 
September the whole issue was steeped in 
controversy. On 10 September the town coun- 
cil published an open letter to the anti-fas- 
cists, blaming them for “doing national dam- 
age to the reputation of the town”, accusing 
them of “escalating the violence” and 
demanding that they withdraw their applica- 
tion to march. 

Where the town council led, the local press 
followed with an anti-fascist witch-hunt, 
painting a horrific picture of clashes between 
“hundreds of leftist and rightist rioters”. At 
the same time, the anti-fascist organiser, a 
trade unionist of Italian origin from nearby 
Erfurt, who had submitted the march applica- 
tion, was receiving constant telephone threats 
from nazis. 

The outcome was the announcement, on 4 
October, that the anti-fascist march was 
banned but the NPD one still permitted 
because the nazis had rearranged it to take 
place in Rudolstadt. A local court rejected an 
anti-fascist appeal. At the hearing, the author- 
ities submitted a 17-page justification for the 
ban, citing activities and leaflets by anti-fas- 
cists nationwide as proof that the anti-fascists 
had violent intentions. The judge admonished 
the organiser of the march for publicising the 
event on the Internet. 


On 10 October came a new twist: the NPD 
march was outlawed, a fact that did not trou- 
ble the nazis at all. As Brandt smugly told the 
press: “We got what we wanted ... the trade 
union march was banned because we applied 
to march”. 

When anti-fascists tried to reorganise by 
holding their demonstration elsewhere in 
Thiiringen, the authorities placed a ban on all 
demonstrations in the state. 

Several thousand police were deployed to 
enforce it. Thiiringen was closed down and 
roadblocks erected, manned by police and 
elite border guards, many bearing machine 
pistols, who turned back any vehicle that 
looked like it contained anti-fascists. Those 
who got through this ring of steel and man- 
aged to make it to Saalfeld were soon picked 
up by police and escorted out of the state. 

Matters were even worse for those already 
in the town. Following a judge’s warrant, a 
massive police raid was carried out at a left- 
wing housing project in the early hours of 11 
October, in which 17 people were dragged 
out of their beds and taken into preventive 
detention. 

Their holding place was a reactivated run- 
down former East German prison. There they 
found themselves incarcerated with 50 young 
anti-fascists from Saalfeld and around 350 
anti-fascists from Berlin and Hamburg, who 
had blockaded the motorway approach into 
Thiiringen to protest at the ban on the anti- 
fascist march. 

These were not the only arrests. In Gera, a 





Publisher of nazi propaganda in 
Thiringen Frank Schwerdt (right) 


police operation at the local station netted 67 
anti-fascists who had planned to travel to 
Saalfeld by train. In all, well over 400 anti- 
fascists were held under Thiiringen’s special 
laws until the following Monday, while the 
60-plus nazis who had been detained were 
quickly set free. Many of them hung around 
outside the prison in the hope that the anti- 
fascists would be released in small groups, 
which they could attack. 

The nazis had been captured in a pub 
between Saalfeld and Rudolstadt, where they 
had gathered to plot a violent onslaught on 
the anti-fascists. Among the items that the 





police confiscated from them were 60 clubs, 
10 Wehrmacht helmets, 60 knives, 300 fire- 
works, four alarm pistols, a radio transmitter 
and several radio scanners. 

The nazis most certainly did have violent 
intentions. In the previous few weeks they 
had scoured weapons shops and second-hand 
shops in Saalfeld and Rudolstadt, looking for 
uniforms and helmets similar to those the 
police use. Later, Thiiringen’s Interior 
Minister declared that this was “one of the 
biggest weapons hauls seized from right- 
wingers in the state”. He pronounced himself 
fully satisfied with the results of his 
measures. 

The weekend’s events are worrying. The _ 
democratic right to oppose racism, anti- 
semitism and fascism was removed, notwith- 
standing some “spontaneous” anti-fascist 
demonstrations in Jena, Erfurt and Leipzig. 
The press, however, reported only that “400 
extremists” had been arrested. 

The political aims of the anti-fascists were 
frustrated, finding no expression thanks to the 
police state methods of the Thiiringen gov- 
ernment, which are unlikely to be subjected 
to any meaningful public criticism. The 
organisers have said they plan another march 
in Saalfeld and if it is banned, they will take 
the matter to a higher court. Such a plan will 
need even broader discussion and support if it 
is to surmount the increasingly repressive and 
fascist atmosphere in the region. 


From a special correspondent 


Remer dead; now for Brunner 


Major-General Otto Ernst Remer, 85, one of 
the last survivors of the circle close to Adolf 
Hitler, died with his jackboots on in Marbella, 
Spain on 5 October. 

The details of how Remer, then a mere 
major in command of the Wehrmacht’s 
Wachbattaillon Grossdeutschland, garrisoned 
at D6beritz near Berlin, suppressed the 
planned putsch after Graf von Stauffenberg’s 
abortive attempt to kill Hitler on 20 July 
1944, are well known. Also familiar are the 
details of how, at the behest of the Nazi pro- 
paganda chief Josef Goebbels, he established 
by telephone that Hitler was still alive and 
went on to round up the anti-Hitler conspira- 
tors and win promotion to the rank of major- 
general. 

These details were rehearsed yet again in 
last week’s Times obituary of Remer. Yet 
many more salient facts of contemporary 
interest were curiously omitted. 

The Times said little of Remer’s postwar 
role, except to comment on the fact that he 
was a founder of the Nazi-revivalist outfit the 
Sozialistische Reichspartei (SRP) in 1949 and 
was jailed in 1952 for his activities. The SRP 
was banned the same year. 

The events of the early 1950s were but the 
start of the next few, very full, chapters in 
Remer’s life. He never served his 1952 sen- 
tence but decamped, first to the Bavarian 
Alps to be safe-housed by the wealthy Faber- 
Castell family, who owned the well known 
pencils and art materials firm, and then to 


Egypt. 








Remer addresses his nazi followers in 1950 


There, in the atmosphere of burning hatred 
against the recently established state of Israel, 
it did not take the incorrigible Nazi long to 
find gainful employment as an adviser to 
Egypt’s new leader, Colonel Nasser. The 
environment in Cairo suited Remer down to 
the ground, surrounded as he was by hordes 
of other Nazi Party, Wehrmacht and SS 
veterans. They included the legendary SS 





commando Otto Skorzeny, who 
was building up Nasser’s secret 
service, and his assistant, former 
SS general Oskar Dirlewanger, 
who was wanted for war crimes in 
Poland. 

Remer’s sojourn in Egypt was 
brief but portentous. An early and 
close associate of Skorzeny and 
Remer was a then very obscure 
Palestinian called Yasser Arafat, 
who was instructed in unconven- 
tional war techniques by the 
German exiles. 

By 1954 Remer had been grant- 
ed amnesty and was back in the 
Fatherland with an extensive port- 
folio of Arab contacts which he 
soon used to establish an arms 
dealing racket. Setting up shop in 
Rabat in Morocco, but operating 
out of West Germany, Remer sup- 
plied weapons to Ben Bella’s 
Algerian FLN and other Arab 
nationalists and locomotives to 
the Nasser government. 

He was also a frequent visitor to his old 
friend Skorzeny in Madrid. By this time 
Skorzeny was being funded by the CIA and 
Remer by the Soviet bloc. Both had cordial 
contacts with and were shielded by General 
Reinhard Gehlen’s West German intelligence 
service, the Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND). 

The source of the funds and protection did 
not matter to them or to most of the other 
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Alois Brunner, the most wanted Nazi 
war criminal still at large 


inveterate old Nazis. They shared a common 
object — the restoration of fascism in 
Germany — and were happy to play off both 
sides in the Cold War against each other in 
pursuit of this aim. 

Remer’s charmed life could not last forever 
and at the beginning of the 1960s he found 
himself under German police scrutiny. It was 
time to move on. No doubt because of his 
avid interest in the efforts of the former Nazi 
rocket scientists, who were busy with a 
scheme to build missiles for Nasser to attack 
Israel, he returned to the Middle East, this 
time to Damascus in Syria, another centre for 
German rocket scientists. 

With remarkable speed Remer set up a 
business and arms trading, partnership with 
one of the most wanted Nazi war criminals, 
the murderous Alois Brunner, also living in 
Damascus. Brunner, an SS captain who had 
been deputy to Adolf Eichmann, the adminis- 
trator of Hitler’s Final Solution, was 
described at the Nuremberg trials as “the 
most cold-blooded killer in Eichmann’s 
retinue” and was twice sentenced to death by 
French courts. 

Nevertheless, Brunner, who is still alive, 
had been the BND station chief in Syria in the 
early 1950s and had trained the Syrian secret 
police in torture techniques. A friend of any 
enemy of Israel, Remer also quickly resumed 
his friendly contact with Arafat but denied 
that his company ever sold weapons to the 
PLO. He was also on cordial terms with 
Syria’s President Assad. 

In 1981, perhaps out of nostalgia, Remer 
returned to Germany, settled down in pic- 
turesque Bad Kissingen and began to renew 
his links with the new generation of neo- 
nazis. He spoke at meetings of the since- 
banned Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei 
and mixed with neo-nazi terrorists such as the 
leaders of the French FANE group, which 
was responsible for the bombing of the rue 
Copernic synagogue in Paris in which several 
people were killed. Riding his other long- 
standing hobby-horse of a German-Russian 
bloc against “Zionist” America, he cultivated 
connections with the then Soviet ambassador 
in Bonn, Valentin Falin. 

Remer was venerated by the new genera- 
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tion of nazi activists. He personally trained 
several of them and inspired their efforts at 
Holocaust denial. One of his protégés was the 
internationally infamous Michael Kiihnen, 
who picked up several jail sentences before 
dying of Aids in 1991. 

Another apostle was Bela-Ewald Althans, 
who gained a high but notorious media pro- 
file in Germany and internationally until he 
was jailed two years ago. Remer also contin- 
ued to publish his monthly Deutschland 
Report, produced on the presses of the British 
nazi printer Anthony Hancock near Brighton. 

Yet again, the law closed in on Remer. 
After receiving a 22-month prison sentence in 
Bavaria for inciting hate, violence and racism 
in 1994, he was again on the run. Defiant as 
ever, he headed for Spain and the hospitality 
of the Belgian collaborator and former 
Waffen SS general, Léon Degrelle. 

When the German authorities sought his 
extradition, it was refused: Holocaust denial 
is not an offence in Spain, where uniformed 
nazis can still parade openly with their 
beloved swastika flags. That Remer was 
allowed to flout justice and promote fascism 
until his last breath was an international scan- 
dal, as was the protection afforded him by the 
Spanish authorities. 

As Searchlight went to press Remer’s 
funeral had yet to be arranged. Given the 
international fascist admiration for his pivotal 
endeavours in keeping Nazism alive after the 
war, it can be guaranteed that the event will 
be a representative gathering of those who 
stand for the politics of hate and genocide. 


No Jews here 


A decision to house 60 Jewish immigrants 
from the former USSR in the village of 
Gollwitz, in Brandenburg, has been over- 
turned after noisy protests from residents. 

The announcement on 29 September was 
made by the Brandenburg state commissioner 
for foreigners, Almuth Berger, who said that 
the row was a result of bad planning and “a 
diffuse rejection of strangers” by the local 
population. 

Andreas Nachama, president of the Jewish 
community in Berlin, expressed his revulsion 
at the attitudes of the people of Gollwitz. 
“The hostility to Jews that we all thought had 
been conquered in 1945 has sadly reached a 
new all-time low,” he declared. 

Gollwitz council claimed its opposition to 
accommodating the Jews had nothing to do 
with antisemitism or racism. Manfred Stolpe, 
Prime Minister of Brandenburg, echoed this 
nonsense in a statement in which he declared 
that the rejection of the Jews was not linked 
to antisemitism but was the consequence of 
an administrative failure to make adequate 
preparation for settling the Jews in the vil- 
lage, which has a population of just over 400. 


Jailed nazi boss 
defrauded own party 


Giinter Deckert, former chief of the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD), is being investigated by police for 
fraud and embezzlement. Deckert, currently 
serving a two-year prison term for incitement 
to racial hatred, is alleged to have 


pocketed more than £25,000 in NPD funds. 

Deckert was convicted in June 1996 for 
spreading the claim by the writer David 
Irving that the mass murder of Jews in the 
Nazi death camps was a technical impossibil- 
ity. He had previously been convicted for 
“advising” German Jews to emigrate to Israel. 

The scandal surrounding Deckert’s man- 
agement of NPD funds and bequests to the 
party is only his latest woe. In August, he was 
dumped from the party executive for alleged 
lack of loyalty. He had been removed from 
his position of party leader in March 1996. 

The move followed the publication of his 
personal bulletin, which is popular among 
NPD members because of its racially inflam- 
matory content. The NPD did not give a 
detailed explanation for Deckert’s dismissal, 
but it is now clear that the party was trying to 
forestall any adverse publicity arising from 
the embezzlement investigation. 

The NPD is weaker today than for many 
years and has seen its membership plunge to 
below 5,000. Its youth organisation, the Junge 
Nationaldemokraten is, however, a growing 
force and functions as a bolt-hole for nazi 
activists from the 11 organisations that have 
been banned in Germany since 1992. 


CANADA 


Resistance bosses 
face hate charges 


George Burdi, Joseph Talic and Jason Snow 
were charged on 18 September with wilfully 
promoting hatred and conspiracy to promote 
hatred in Canada. The three Canadian leaders 
of Resistance Records appeared in court on 
10 October. 

The charges followed major raids in 
Canada and the USA on the operations of 
these peddlers of hate in mid April. This new 
legal hurdle will damage the trio’s activities 
at least in the short term. However, the 
Canadian authorities have a very poor track 
record when it comes to prosecuting neo- 
nazis or war criminals. 


Zundel in court 


Ernst Ziindel, the | German-Canadian 
Holocaust denier, is to face charges under the 
Canadian Human Rights Act in a federal 
court. The court will decide whether his Web 
site violated the prohibition on communica- 
tion of discriminatory remarks. The Ziindel- 
Christie road show could be faced with hav- 
ing to disclose the real nature of the opera- 
tions of this empire of neo-nazi propaganda. 

Columnist Doug Collins, however, did not 
wait for the outcome of his case before the 
British Columbia Human Rights tribunal (see 
Searchlight no 265). Facing charges arising 
from the contents of a newspaper column 
headed “Swindlers List”, Collins announced 
his retirement on 3 September, while 
denouncing the tribunal as a new Gestapo. 

His weekly attacks on minorities will now 
no longer be inflicted on the people of 
Vancouver. His writings will be confined to 
the gutters of the far-right press. 


From our Canadian correspondent 








‘ from parliament altogether. The influ- 
ence of racist groups was largely limited Far-right election poster 


Belgian fascist MP indecently assaulted children 


Xavier Buisseret, the Vlaams Blok MP and 
former terrorist Vlaamse Militanten Orde 
(VMO) thug, has been convicted of indecent 
assault on two under-age girls. The case 
against Buisseret, which ended on 13 
October, has torn the mask off the fascist 
Vlaams Blok (VB), which pretends to defend 
decency and combat decadence. 

Buisseret was deprived of his civil and 
political rights and given a six-month sus- 
pended jail sentence after the court found him 
guilty of touching the breasts of the girls, 
both daughters of VB members, several times 
during 1992 and 1993. The offences took 
place in the VB’s Antwerp secretariat office. 

In his defence, Buisseret, 56, claimed that 
his sexual assault on the children was “an act 
of comradeship”. The court gave this argu- 
ment short shrift and viewed Buisseret’s role 
as secretary of the party’s youth department 
as an especially aggravating circumstance. 

The announcement of the verdict shocked 
the press and public in a country already sen- 
sitive to sexual degradation of children after 
last year’s paedophile murders of seven 
young girls. Exposed by the press, Buisseret 
immediately resigned from parliament but 
indicated that he would appeal against his 
conviction. His resignation is unlikely to 
mean the end of his turbulent political career. 

The VB has said it will back his appeal and 
wants him back in parliament even though he 
is disqualified for six years. The VB is basing 


its support on a case in 1991, when 
Buisseret’s conviction for a brutal assault was 
quashed on appeal. 

This was not the first such piece of luck in 
Buisseret’s many brushes with the law. In 
1963 police swooped to stop a planned raid 
by anazi VMO assault squad. Buisseret was a 
member of the VMO gang involved but got 
away with a minimal fine. This did not deter 
his violent activities and from 1974 to 1977 
he was effectively leader of the VMO, a pri- 
vate army which was outlawed in the early 
1980s for its violence and terrorism. 

Throughout the period of his leadership, the 
VMO’s main aim, according to the authori- 
ties, was to create a climate of “terror, danger 
and insecurity”, but Buisseret was always 
able to stay out of police range while other 
VMO members were convicted. 

In 1977, perhaps 
because the law was 
closing in on him, 
Buisseret left the 
VMO to found the VB 
with its nominal leader 
Karel Dillen. He was 
immediately appointed 
to head its propaganda 
department, which he 
wanted to name 
Nationaal Secretariaat 
Dienst Algemene 
Propaganda or 





NSDAP. Embarrassed, the VB_ hurriedly 
changed the title but left Buisseret in charge. 
The “Goebbels of the VB” did not, howev- 
er, entirely give up the fist and club for the 
pen. In 1986 he assaulted a gay man, for 
which he was convicted and fined in 1989. 
Then on the night of 23 February 1990 he 
attacked three Moroccan youngsters with an 
iron bar. He was convicted but managed to 
escape conviction on appeal in 1992. 
Buisseret, one of Europe’s most dangerous 
nazis, has believed that he was untouchable 
and has long had a reputation for being 
unable to keep his hands off the opposite sex. 
In previous cases his victims have not dared 
to go to court but now, it seems, by sexually 
assaulting children he has gone too far. 


From our Belgian correspondent 


Bert Erikson, the notorious VMO 
leader, played host to a mere 
handful of nazis at this year’s 
Diksmuide gathering. Splits in 
the Belgian far right and action 
by government and police in 

the past three years have result- 
ed in the event losing its 
attraction for most nazis. They 
now see the Hess and Franco 
commemorations and the Le Pen 
féte as much more important 


Polish far right tries to enter political mainstream 





The parliamentary elections of 21 
September have again exposed the | 
weakness of the Polish far right. 
Nevertheless, for the first time the right 
has made some progress in entering the 
political mainstream through umbrella 
organisations. 

After 1989 there were fears that the 
collapse of communism could unleash 
racist and antisemitic undercurrents in 
Polish politics. These fears largely | x 
proved unfounded. No party of the far 
right managed to maintain a significant 
role in the political process and in the 
1993 elections the right was wiped out 
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tive was elected to 
parliament. Kawecki 
failed to win a seat, 
receiving only a hand- 
ful of votes in Warsaw. 

Perhaps more wor- 
rying is the presence 
in the new parliament 
of more than 20 MPs 
elected with the sup- 
port of Radio Maryja, 
a Catholic fundamen- 
talist radio _ station, 
which has frequently 
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to the fringe such as nazi-skinhead 
gangs. 

By 1997 it was clear that no extreme 
nationalist group could exceed the 5 per cent 
threshold for parliamentary representation. To 
achieve this they had to join forces with 
mainstream parties, a strategy that brought 
limited success. 

The winning alliance, Electoral Action 
Solidarity (AWS), which took 34 per cent of 
the vote, is a coalition of liberals, anti-com- 
munist trade unionists and Catholic national- 
ists. It also includes the National Right 
(Prawica Narodowa), led by Krzysztof 
Kawecki. This small group is trying to emu- 
late Le Pen’s Front National and is cultivating 
links with fascists in western Europe. 
However, only one National Right representa- 


NAUKA, WIEDZA, DOSWIADCZENIE -POTEM WEADZ) | Expressed anti- 
semitism in its pro- 
grammes. Marian 


Krzaklewski, the lead- 
er of the AWS, is said to have good personal 
relations with Father Rydzyk, the controver- 
sial founder of Radio Maryja. 

The National-Democratic Party (Stronnictwo 
Narodowo-Demokratyczne — SND) is another 
far-right party that tried to win parliamentary 
seats through an alliance with a mainstream 
grouping. Its main source of strength on the 
far right is the weekly Mys/l Polska (Polish 
Thought), an important forum for racist and 
antisemitic propaganda. The SND first joined 
the AWS, then left to form a coalition with 
the Peasant Party (PSL), a major force in 
Polish politics. However, the PSL performed 
badly, gaining 7 per cent of the vote, and its 
tiny representation in parliament does not 
include any members of the SND. 


Professor Maciej Giertych’s National Party 
(Stronnictwo Narodowe) and its youth organ- 
isation, the All-Polish Youth (Mlodziez 
Wszechpolska), were pillars of an electoral 
coalition called Bloc for Poland. They tried to 
present a moderate image and hide their more 
extreme views during the campaign, but won 
a mere 1.36 per cent of the vote. 

The radical faction of the right-wing 
Movement for Poland’s Reconstruction 
(ROP) also merits a mention. It includes 
some notorious antisemites such as Zygmunt 
Wrzodak, a trade union leader at the Ursus 
tractor factory. The ROP barely exceeded 5 
per cent and its parliamentary representation 
includes just one spokesman of the nationalist 
wing in the person of Antoni Macierewicz, 
Minister of Home Affairs in 1992. 

The openly racist groups fared even worse. 
Boleslaw Tejkowski’s fascist Polish National 
Party-Polish National Community (PWN- 
PSN) received 8, 590 votes, 0.07 per cent of 
the votes cast. The National Rebirth of 
Poland (Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski), 
arguably Poland’s best organised fascist party, 
boycotted the election and repeated its call for 
a “National Revolution”. 

The new Constitution, approved in a refer- 
endum, comes into effect in October. Article 
13 proclaims a ban on fascist and racist 
organisations. It remains to be seen whether 
the new centre-right government will respect 
this constitutional provision. 


From our correspondent at Nigdy Wiecej 
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TPH ODatNOmenmiate = Kristalinacht 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS) 
has been in existence for over a year and our 
first affiliation renewals are now coming in. 
To make sure that your branch doesn’t miss a 
copy of Searchlight or TUFS NEWS, don’t 
forget to renew as soon as possible. If your 
union branch hasn’t affiliated yet, we can send 
you some recent material and an affiliation 
form to present at your next branch meeting. 

Rarely a month passes now without us 
receiving information on fascists in the work- 
place. As we go to press we have heard that a 
prominent British National Party member has 
been expelled from his union and sacked 
from his job. We will have more details on 
this in next month’s Searchlight. We are 
always keen to offer help and advice on deal- 
ing with fascists at work and in the union. 
Please get in touch if you think we can help 
you. 

We have received several reports in the past 
month of trade unionists being sent fascist 
hate mail through the post. We urge anyone 
who receives this filth to make copies and 
pass the literature and envelope on to the 
police. Please also send us copies so that we 
can see what is in circulation and follow up 
with our own investigation. 

Searchlight is always pleased to supply 
speakers for regional and national trade union 
meetings. If you want to hear about the latest 
developments on the far right, and what that 
means for trade unionists in Britain, then let 
us know. 

If you have any news that you think would 
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Searchlight has brought together all its 33 years’ 1 
experience of fighting racism and fascism to produce this 
unique and comprehensive handbook. You will find over lgtig, gerne em 


Order your copies now | Wh 


be of interest for either Searchlight or TUFS 
NEWS, please get in touch. 

Trade union branches are invited to join 
TUFS for £50 a year, for which they will 
receive Searchlight every month, updates on 
trade union related issues in TUFS NEWS and 
special rates for training and future publica- 
tions. First time affiliates will receive 
Searchlight Educational Trust’s handbook, 
When hate comes to town, which normally 
costs organisations £30. 

We urge all readers to get their union 
branches to join. 

Further details and application forms are 
available from: Searchlight, 37B New 
Cavendish Street, London, W1M 8JR. 

Tel. 0171 284 4040, fax 0171 284 4410 
Email tufs@s-light.demon.co.uk. 


Searchlight on the 
World Wide Web 


Have you visited Searchlight’s 
web site yet? Anti-fascists 
worldwide are now making use 
of this facility. It includes plenty 
of current news as well as 
selected articles from past 
issues of the magazine. 


Visit us now on 
www.s-light.demon.co.uk 


When hate comes to town 
Community Responses to Racism and Fascism 


@ What can you do if racist and fascist activities affect your community? 
@ How can you support victims of racist attacks? 

@ What should you do if fascists are standing in elections? 

@ How do fascists infiltrate local organisations? 

@ What are your rights if you are racially harassed or attacked? _ 
@ How do racists recruit young people at football grounds and concerts? 
@ What does the law say about racism and how can you use it? 
@ How can you educate your community about the dangers of racial hatred? 

@ How can you organise successful anti-racist events and get publicity for your work? 


200 pages of information on the history of racism and HY ole [ezicHOPe AE SOMtaialr ee SR Oe Lee ORM ke ! 
fascism in this country and the state of the far right today. It1 o.oo... cccscsssssssssssssasstisssssssssssssssssussesesesssessssseseseeee 
is packed full of practical suggestions for trade unionists, 1 t 
teachers, youth workers and anti-racists and anti-fascists Orr errr reer rrr rrr rrr rrr rr err errr rrr rr ere Terre rere ree rr ee er ee Tee Pre 
everywhere. This book is proving to be the essential Fir, ie als Dashes ssbleann suc tateeeis Boel FOSICOGE: ..vs.35ssrrcteseeaswee, 
reference book for defeating racist ideas and responding to 1 Tel........eceeeseseeeeeees FONG Sanete ten cc cell et oem we i 
violence. | enclose payment of € ............ RON ess, copies of 
en hate comes to town. 


Organisations £30 + £4 p&p 
~ Community groups £20 + £4 p&p postage, to 
Individuals £15 + £4 p&p 


Please send orders with your payment, including 


Searchlight Educational Trust 
: : 1 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 
Bulk discounts and overseas post rates on enquiry. | Tel 0171 284 4040 Fax 0171 284 4410 
I 


Payment with orders 


remembered 


The 59th anniversary of Kristallnacht, the 
Nazis’ pogrom against the Jewish communi- 
ty, takes place on 9 November. As in past 
years Searchlight will be participating in 
national commemorative events. 

The London Borough of Lewisham’s 
education and community services depart- 
ment is putting on a series of activities from 3 
to 16 November. A number of Jewish organi- 
sations are participating, as well as 
Searchlight. Searchlight Educational Trust’s 
exhibition will be on show. 

For more information telephone 0181 314 
6313. 

Our colleagues at Tyne & Wear Anti- 
Fascist Association will be showing videos 
on the theme of deportation and detention on 
8 November. This will be followed by a dis- 
cussion and a candle-lit vigil in central 
Newcastle. For further information ring 0191 
222 1660. 

On 9 November the Student Assembly 
Against Racism is holding a one-day confer- 
ence on the theme “Building Alliances, 
Fighting Racism”. For more information ring 
0171 247 9907. 

These activities as well as dozens of other 
events around the world are being organised 
with the support of UNITED for Intercultural 
Action, the Amsterdam based coordinating 
committee against racism, fascism and 
nationalism. 
























"2S" Se, es tt te ee Se eee te ss Ges Ce 





—THE DESERT SUN, Palm Spriags. Calif. - AS 
ir doesn’t show 


ent; warrant out 


day. 


BEsa ROVE RE VAGAR 


firearms charges when they found a .357- 
callber Magnum revolver under his car 
seat. He was releaped on $6,500 bail that 


Court records show Beshella was con- 
victed of child molesting In September 
1972 In Los Angeles Superior Court. 

On Feb. 10 federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms agents, with a 
search warrant, found “seven or eight 
weapons,” including shotguns, .22-cali- 
ber rifles and two revolvers in Beshelia's 
Espada Road home in Cathedral City, 
according to PSPD Lt. Gary Boswell. 

Boswell] said the agents obtalped the 
warrant based on information provided by 
police and Riverside County Sheriff's 
Department deputies. 


Court. 


He added that 


Beshella arrived home at the time of 


# 


the search, but was not arrested. 
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Scottish Klan members 


conning the public and press alike into think- 
ing they were a force to be reckoned with. 
False stories appeared in local papers in the 
Thames Valley and the Northwest. One paper 
was conned into reporting that a hooded 

Klansman had ridden a_ horse 
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through a town in the early hours of 
the morning. 

The true extent of their activities 
was limited to operations such as the 
daubing of Staines synagogue by 
Mark Atkinson, who was sentenced 
to 21 months in prison in September 
this year for handling the Combat 18 
hit list publication The Stormer. 
Despite evidence of the west London 
klavern’s activities, the police bun- 
gled the investigation of the daubing. 

Atkinson and another Klansman 
from Essex, Tim Beard, were con- 
victed later in Scotland after a foray 
north of the border to dish out Klan 
trash. Atkinson was then working 
closely with another west Londoner, Adam 
Wade, and the Klan’s “chaplain” Adrian 
Barnes, an older man. 

Meanwhile in Essex a Klansman chal- 
lenged in a Brentwood pub dropped his 
shoulder bag which was found to contain the 
first full KKK membership application form 
seen in Britain. Potential members were 
asked about themselves in incredible detail 
and although applications had to be sent to 
US box numbers, it was apparent that the 
British Klan had access to social security files 
as a means of verifying applicants’ identities. 

Beshella stepped up his activities after 
moving to South Wales. Despite having no 
visible means of support, he acquired a num- 
ber of properties in Caerau, a former mining 
village near Maesteg. Some he let and in one 
he settled himself with his wife Tammy and 
young daughter. 

In no time he was busy recruiting among 
the disaffected youth of communities socially 
and economically devastated by pit closures. 

Beshella turned the heat on local people 
opposed to his presence but despite his fol- 
lowers’ attacks on people and property, in 
eight years he has only once been charged 
with a public order offence, for which he was 
fined. 

One of his more pathetic acts was to train 
his two attack dogs to go berserk at the name 











... and their American guests 


of Searchlight’s editor, a story tested by a vis- 
iting film crew. 

In summer 1990 Searchlight’s mole inside 
the Klan had witnessed more than enough to 
go public. In conjunction with the Sunday 
People, and some months later TV South, we 
pulled the sheets off Britain’s key Klansmen 
to reveal a very worrying set of people. 

Our early insights confirmed that the 
Klan’s members are not confined to any one 
far-right party or group. The Klan internation- 
ally had also changed since its early days, for 
example Catholics could now join. 

Farrands came to Britain in the early 1990s 
to meet his new recruits. Among them were 
the late Ian Stuart Donaldson, leader of the 
nazi band Skrewdriver and the creator of the 
Blood and Honour nazi music operation. 
Keith Thompson of the League of St George 
and a one-time paid Searchlight informant, 
was sworm in around the same time as 
Donaldson at the Red Lion pub in Heanor, 
Derbyshire. 

In Kent David Runham swore in a number 
of youngsters from West Yorkshire, including 
Dave Appleyard and the Simpson brothers. 
Helping Runham with Klan security was Ron 
Goat, a former Hells Angel then living in 
Newharh. Goat was allegedly involved in a 
plot to smuggle gun parts from the USA dis- 
guised as motor cycle spares. 
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The Klan reawa 


y 1995 the KKK had become flavour 
B of the month again for the far right in 

the Midlands. There were a number 
of reasons for its resurrection, not all of 
which were political. 

C18 and its political wing, the National 
Socialist Alliance, were trying to confuse 
their enemies by greatly exaggerating their 
importance. Various sub-groups that were no 
more than two men and an attack dog were 
pumping out their own bulletins, changing 
their names with more regularity than their 
leaders changed their underwear, and sowing 
total confusion among some sections of the 
police and public and to some extent among 
their own members. One week you were a 
paid up and trusted member of Koatica, the 


next week you we 
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the KKK. 
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